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I.— Forrrax Porrrics. 


to the arrest of the leaders of the constitutional demonostia- 

canis tions at Teheran, the Namai Mugaddas Hablul Matin 

Sit uation in Persia. [Calcutta] of the 16th November fears that Southern 
Persia would share the fate of Northern Persia, and says: — 


gsians have for the last few years placed their special representa” 
uve ae borders of the Persian Gulf, and their Consul-General at Bushire. 
We expect now to hear of the English re placing their petty officer in Khorasan 
by a Consul-General. As soon as Russia brings down her forces in Nerthern 
Persia for the preservation of peace and the protection of trade, life and 
property of her subjects, the English will not be slow in landing their forces 
in Southern Persia under a like pretext. The English and the Russians will 
approve of each other’s policy, with the result that what the Persians have 
not swallowed with pure honey will be sent down their throats by the bayonets 
of the Indian and Cossack forces. Syed Yasdi and Sheikh Nuri (the perverse 
clergy) will then raise a cry that “they want the safeguard of their religion, 
and not of the constitution.” It is a pity that we still regard treacherous 
persons like the above as the guide of our religion. 


While anarchy is prevailing in Southern Persia, the officials are spending 
all their abilities in stopping transmission of newspapers and packets from one 
town to another. 


The attack of the Russian papers on Colonel Liakhoff in Tabriz has bedn 
followed by the arrival of 300 Cossacks in the camp of Ain-ud-Dowla at 
Tabriz. This has been done to prevent Teheran being surrounded by the 
revolutionaries at Tabriz. If the counsellors of the Shah had been disinterested, 


they might have easily realised that the integrity of the Persian Kingdom 


depended on her adopting the Constitution, and that its destruction would lead 


to the dismemberment of Persia. The situation in Persia has of late become 


very critical; the old form of Government is quite unsuited to the present state 
of the nation. The incidents of the past few months clearly indicate that 


with the return of the Monarchical Government, Persia would be lost to her 
people. 


The Shah had promised to open the Parliament on the 14th November last. 
He and his counsellors were led to adopt this policy, in order to enable them to 
persuade the foreign Powers to intervene and force the Persians to give up 
their idea of liberty, but they failed ia that. Their stratagem has only made 
the people bold, as may be seen from the fact that the demonstrations of the 
people of Teheran on the 14th November demanding their rights and previleges 
obliged the counsellors to declare the martial law. It is curious to note that 
the constitutional demonostrations followed by the declaration of the martial 
law have rendered the edicts of the perverse clergy who had been trying to 


nee the world believe that the Persians did not want a Constitution as of no 
value. | 


The declaration of the martial law has not, quite against the expectation 


of the counsellors, added to the horrors of the people, for their illegal arrest 
and execution have long been going on in the country. We are confident that 


even Colonel Liakhoff’s renewed devastations in Tehe ‘an will not be enough to 
trample down the liberties of a whole nation. 


The counsellors are utterly wrong in supposing that they have nullified 
the verdicts of the religious heads, for the more they have heen trying to upset 
them, the more they (verdicts) have been gaining in force. , 


2. The Namat Muquaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 16th Novembe 

A warning to the ‘Persian Warns the Ministers, Amirs and other influential 
Revelists. e Tergan persons of the Persian Court that they would not 
be forgiven for the indignities they are showing 


to the nation when it woull obtain, as it is sure it must obtain, success over 


them. 


Namal MUG bps 
Hanel Matix, 


Nev, 16 h, 1908. 
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Nawal Mcqu:pDpas 
HaBtck Ma ix, 


Nov. 16th, 1908. 
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Banerjee. 


turnin 
Nandalal Bandyopadhyay, the = of Prafulla Chaki, with revolvers. 
well finishing the deed, the offenders made good their escape through the 
by-lanes. 


( 1918 ) 


3. eferring to the * made to the Shah of Persia by the British 
8 mbassador for the re-establishment of the Parlia- 
English and Persian ment in that country, the Aitavad: [Calcutta] of 
the 20th November writes :— 
The Bnglish are always ready to show liberal ideas when the Governments of 


The 


other countries are concerned. But what is strange in their nature is, that 
they cannot resist the temptation of playing the despot in their own empire. 


1I.—Homr. ADMINISTRATION, 


(a Police. 


4, The Prabht ( Caleutta] of the 11th November writes :— 

A horrible murder. 

After killing Prafulla Chaki, 

Nanda dies in Serpentine Lane. 

At seven last evening, within 200 yards of Muchikhola Thana, at the 
of Serpentine Lane, two young men murdered Police Inspector 


After 


The murder of Nandalal 


5. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November fully approves of the 
reward in the shape of a jatgir or a money-present, 
which the Government intend giving to the family 
of the late Inspector Nandalal Banerjee. 


6. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 21st November is grateful to Government 
Inspector Nanda Lal Banerji. for the ant osal to recompense Inspector Nanda 


Lal Banerji’s family with a jaigir, for Nanda Lal 
was a Bengali, a fellow-countryman, and his family in need deserve support. 


7. Referring to the acquittal of the accused in the Midnapur Bomb case, 


the Htivaria [Calcutta] of the 19th November has 
Midnapur Bomb case. the following = 


The accused have been released; but the police has reserved to it the 
power to use the information that bombs were found in the house of the 
accused. Some people say that the bombs were introduced into the house by 
some outsiders from without. Their being found near the window, which was 
broken, gives colour to the popular version. The police cannot say if they 
had any evidence beyond the statements of Rakhal in this connection. 

We crave, in the name of duty, His Honour to ask the police for an 
explanation. 

Mr. Duke, Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, had, after an 
enquiry, pronounced that the arrest made by the police was not illegal, for the 
were in possession of evidence which gave them a cause for suspicion. We 
do not understand what that evidence was. Was it simply the evidence given 
by Rakhal Chandra Laha? The answer is difficult to give. In consideration 
of these facts we would say that the police have committed a series of blunders, 
the most serious being their reliance on the words of Rakhal Chandra. It was 
an error on their part to act according to the advice of the person against 
whom the conspiracy was alleged to have been made, and who was subse- 
quently to try the case. We would bring the following points in the case to 
the notice of the Government: — 


(1) The several postponements of the case on the ground that arrange- 
ment of the witnesses was being made. 


(2) The enquiry of the case by the person against whom the accused 
were alleged to have conspired. 


(3) Breaches of the jail laws for committing oppression on the under- 
trial prisoners, : 
(4 The return of the Commissioner and the Secretary to Government 
being satisfied with the inspection of the jail only. 


Reward to late 
Banerjee s family. 


Inspector 


| 
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5) The . 
©) authorities—with the doings of the police, the Magistrate and the 
Commissioner. 


Everything yithe police and how the Commissioner also believed 


evidence manufactured b i 
it. Mere expression of the grief of Government through the mouth of 


Mr. Sinha is not enough to put an end to the sufferings of the people, nor can 
it open the eyes of the police. | 
8, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November condemns the Midnapur 
a authorities for having persecuted a number of 
* . respectable men on the strength of unreliable 
evidence.“ From the District Magistrate Mr. Weston, down to Inspector 
Lalmohan, says the paper, everyone has failed to do his duty. They ought 
to have seen for themselves whether cet f value could be put on the statement 
of a man on the strength of whose evidence respectable pleaders and zemindars 
were arrested like thieves and robbers. The Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal went down to Midnapur to investigate the affair there, but 
he did not have any time to consider all this.. The Advocate-General, when he 
withdrew the case, did not express any regret for the persecution inflicted 
on so many gentlemen, but only said that Rakhal Laha had perjured himself. 
But if such, indeed, was the case, why were the accused discharged ? 
9. In referring to the ne 9 of * 9" against all the 
accused in the Midnapur Bomb case, except three, 
ae renee Even ae the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 2lst ebe 
writes :— 
People say that it was because the Hon’ble Mr. Sinha was in charge of 
the prosecution that the accused were released so promptly. Anyhow, it is 
now proved that these men were arrested by the police on inadequate 


evidence. 


One great outstanding peculiarity of this case strikes us, and that is that 


we are yet unaware of the offence for which these men suffered so much 
harassment and humiliation during the past 2 months or more. No credible 
evidence has yet been produced against these men to our knowledge. It is, 
therefore, clear that for the irregular treatment to which, on the evidence of 
Captain Weinman, I.M.8., they were subjected while in haut, Government 
should have expressed its regrets to them. By so doing, Government would 
have shown its own greatness and atoned for the impropriety of its conduct in 
permitting the humiliation of a number of the foremost men of the district 
on insufficient grounds. | 

Anyhow, this case should bea forcible reminder to Government of the 
urgency of taking measures to prevent any future infringement of jail rules 
to the prejudice of prisoners whose guilt has to be prcved and also to 
sige bow the police from coming into any kind of contact with prisoners while 
in Haut. 

A careful review of the progress of this case from the outset shows that 
the police investigation of it was perfunctory, that in fact arrests were made 
merely on suspicion. l-ooking at the cases of Jatindra and Nirapada, for 
instance, what do we see? They were found sleeping in the room next to the 
one in which a bomb was found, and they were thrown into hayué, although 
they averred,they knew nothing about the bomb. That is to say, they had to 
undergo prison experiences only because one night, for want of space 
elsewhere, they had sought shelter in a third party’s house to pass the night 
in. 
Anyhow, Government has acted well inlwithdrawing the case against all 
the accused hut tlire. | 

10. Referring to the recent outrage on the late Queen’s statue at Nagpur, 

. the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 19th November 


s‘atue at Nagpur. writes 
News has come from Nagpur that some one 


has smeared the Queen's statue at the Mabarajbagh with tar, and broken its 
nose and fingers. It is true indeed that our reproof will not reach the ears 


{ 


age, , ieee . . N ° 
a 8 2 N 1 b ee - We 5 4 2 
er 2 8 Sa * 0 N * egg 8 ’ 2 * eure ee. cee 8 . er ay ae alae 1 bah Pt teeter oe — 
* * eB en 1 nene ines | Paka ea, Mea er ome ae sail rr : N 


refusal of the Lieutenant-Governor to interfere with the local 


Hrrava br, 
Nov. 2th, 1908. 


BasuMATI, 
Nov. List, 1908. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 19th, 1908. 


* 


are 5 6— neneeee n ss et 
: : ; a oi eS Boy ewe, ye x PP R 2 ae 59 aa 1 - 9 22 — 

* * [& 0 * 2 — sh cin — . es , G ce 5 : 9 . y — me 
— init . 2 ~ — * * 9 os N : N 9 BES a 2 he ag, Sk Sek Sa ere ey LN pri the 12 1 * ae, er — — — 8 1 
, 8 * — 2 . =~ ow 2 n - — * * 1 — 2 0 leo . 7 se aes me 5 . * ~ we « — > 

=. 2 ne — te neat ; + . 7 2 to Opp + ett. . . : . — 42 ~ , Pane. i ae 9 — * 5 * * — * 2 
De ae SE . news ee * * ; PA eS eS mo", see 2 . : — 0 * * * se Se" 
ted a 2 * . N * > he Sale eet * f . ag eS ee - a. : es 25 * 2 4 N = K Nh. 29 8 * « . * 
* 2 0 9 8 ny . . 1 2 Die a * K ’ ee 2 1 SN) we me tke — 275 8 2 g * N ‘ — — n * — 
De - 9 . > — . . “~~ * * J i a > 
5 ae 
le : a * K o RE 

— 0 — gtr or nila £9 PRES, rn 2 = * _ 5 ” ee aera ee ee —ᷣ—TW2— 
* * 4 im 2 r * ~ ~ eae es > oF Kip: RP Se RRs ey — — 3 Nt te a 

* , * 9 n .* a. ge * se — 

— — 


HITrAvA pi. 
Nov. 20th, 1908. 


DarRvus SULPANaT, 
Nov. 20th, 1908. 


Samay, 
Nov. 20th, 1908. 


HiTavaDI, 
N ov. 20th, 1908, 


\ 


HiTavapl, 
Nov. 20th, 1908. 


( 1920 ) 


of the man who has committed this foul deed, but we cannot repress the 
hatred we feel towards him. In whose heart does not the name of Victoria 
arouse a feeling of respect? The man who has desecrated her statue, has 
disgraced his country and his nation. But perhaps he lacks the sensibility 
even to feel for his conntry and his nation. The police are trying to arrest 
the culprit. A bottle of tar was found lying near the statue. Near the 
Maharajhagh there is a hostel of the students of the local Agricultural College. 
It is the stndents who are now considered to be at the root of all crimes, and 
the police can feel themselves at ease and free from all responsibilities if they 
can fasten a blame on them. So the police searched the hostel. Two bottles, 
which were similar to the one which was lying near the statue, were found at 
the residence of Mr. Paranjpe, the Superintendent of the Agricultural College ; 
and so the police arrested Mr. Paranjpe, two overseers of the College and a 
student. Students and teachers, no matter whether belonging to a Govern- 
ment College or to a private institution, are now objects of t e authorities’ 
displeasure; or else the police would not have arrested the Superintendent of 
the Government Agricultural College simply because wy found two bottles 
in his house which were similar to the one which was lying near the statue. 
It is impossible for educated men to show disrespect towards Empress 
Victoria’s statue, and the 3 ought to keep this in mind. When innocent 
men are harassed, the result is always serious. } 

11. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th 
November is very sorry to hear of the recent 
outrage on the late Quoen’s statue at Nagpur, and 
condemns the act as very mean. one | 

12. Referring to the desecration of Queen Victoria’s statue in Nagpur, 

the Darus Sultanat [Calcutta] of the 20th Novem- 
. ber observes thut such demoniacal movements 
must be put down at once, and hopes that the 
miscreants will be heavily punished in order to stop others from attempting 
to do the like. The paper further fears that the crime is the outcome of the 
secret conspiracy going on in the country, and suggests holding of an earnest 
inquiry into the state of affairs. | 

13. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 20th November has an article condemn- 
ing an existing practice on the part of the Indian 
police cf taking prisoners about to make confessions 
to Magistrates who cannot take cognizance of tbe offence committed in the 
case. The Police Commission condemned this practice, as did two Judges 
in Western India lately. But so far, acting probably on the report of a 
high European Police officer, the Executive bas refused to take decisive 
ac‘lon in the direction suggested by the Police Commission. The officers 
argue that Police officers do not generally exercise any compulsion in securing 
confessions from prisoners, and the allegation that they do Iso is made by 
lawyers anxious to get their clients acquitted at all costs. Government should 
issue a Circular impressing it on Police officers that they need not be parti- 
cularly anxious to secure confessions. It is this proneness on the part of the 
police to prejudge a man guilty, and then proceed to collect evidence against 
him, which warns the public off from coming forward to help the police in their 
work. For the public are naturally terrified when they see an innocent man 
harassed and oppressed. The suggested foregoing changes may be made even 
while the existing combination of the j ndicia and executive functions is 
retained. What is wanted is for the Executive to be impressed with the 
necessity of a change in the present law about the procedure in pclice investi- 
gations. It will be all the easier to convey this impression into their minds, as 
almost all the high officials in the land have already at one time or other 
admitted the defects of the existing r | 

14. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 20th November thinks that motor-car 
regulations on the lines of what they have in the 
Nizam’s State should be enforced in Calcutta, where 


Outrage on the late Queen's 
statue at Nagpur. 


Desecration the Queen's 


statue. 


The police and confessions. 


Motor-car regulations in Calcutta. 


automobiles have become a positive menace to life and limb. 
15. If, as is reported, writes =~ ee inane of the 20th Novem- 
“ae ber, the Divisional Commissioner, when he went 
I ’ . 
R enquire into the disturbances 


* 


( 1921 ) 


did not at all care to find out what the cultivators had to say but simply 
ocal officials and planters, the public are justified in accusing him of 
partiality for the vlanters. The situation is getting to be very grave, and the 
paper, therefore, asks the Goverament to listen to the complaints of the 

oppressed raiyats and to remove them. 
16. Referring to the present indigo disturbances in the Bettiah Sub- 
, division, the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 21st 
Bettiah indigo disturbances. November hopes that Mr. Greer, the new Com- 
missioner of the Tirhut Division, will spare no pains in penetrating to the 

depth of the present state of affairs and separating milk from water. 
17. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st November publishes an account 
of the indigo disturbances in the Bettiah Sub- 
The indigo disturbances in the division, and concludes as follows :— 


there, 
saw the | 


Bettiah Subdivision. From newspaper accounts it appears that 


Government has issued orders under section 505 of the Indian Penal Code for 
the arrest of the raiyats. A punitive police force has been posted at Bettiah, 
and Government has made no inquiry into the ease and has done nothing to 
redress the grievances of the inhabitants. 

Though the account given is an es- paris one, yet the revelations are most 
horrible. Bengal was ablaze at one time owing to indigo disturbances, Is 
the same thing going to be repeated in the Champaran district? Will things 
come to such a pass under the civilised sway of the English? 

18, Referring to the agrarian disturbances in Champaran, the Bihar 

: Bandhu [Bankipore | of the 21st November has the 

Indigo disturbances in ‘ ham- following 8 | 

ares Since after publishing extracts from a con- 
temporary, we were under the impression that we should not be compelled to 
revert to the subject. But the news that is now coming to us makes the hair 
stand on end. There is none claiming the right of being considered human 
who would not be disgusted to see the ill-treatment of the peaceful inhabitants 
of Bihar by the indigo planters, and the extent to which the officials have 
gone in their dealings with the ruiyats, being duped by these planters. No 
justice-loving man can help out-running the limit of patience. There is no one 
who would not prefer death to this sort of ill-trean ent. Moved by considera- 
tions like these the simple and weak cultivators of Bettiah have determined 
not to sow indigo any, longer. While the weak raiyats have wished to complain 
of their grievances, the indigo planters on the other hand have made up their 
minds to maltreat them. ‘lhe planters in India are convinced of the maxim 
“ might is right,” and it is to this that the pitiable condition of the weak 
raiyats is due. 7 | 

We would entreat the Government to listen to the grievances of the 
raiyats, and to appoint a commission composed of officials and Bihari leaders to 
inquire into the matter. It behoves the Bihar leaders to send up a iaemorial 
to the Lieutenant-Governor, as they submitted the one professing their loyalty. 

O, ye, canvassers hankering after the posts of the “Hon’ble,” now is the 
opportunity of testing your merit as leaders! Remember that if you neglect 
your duty at this juncture, the peace-loving raiyats would be lost for ever, We 
would therefore ask you, Bihar officials and competitors for the membership of 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s Council, to do justice—to do justice. 

19, The Basumat [Calcutta] of the 21st November ane oe recent 

police search into the premises of Patitpavan 

An nee police search. Bhattacharya and pr a at Cowgachhi, near 
Syamnagar in the 24-P argauas, and its ‘unsuccessful outcome an occasion for 
an appeal to Government to restrain its police from harassing inoffensive 
citizens in reliance on the testimony of irresponsible and foolish informers and 
detectives. } 

20. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 21st November says :— . 

It appears that at Burdwan three boys had a 
little gun-powder with them. The police came to 
know of this. The boys are now rotting in hajut under arrest. One of the 
boys is named Yatindra Kumar Ghosh or Basu, and is an inhabitant of 
Konnagar. The District kota: (police officer) is now investigating the case. 


Arrest of three boys at Burdwan. 
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21. The Nayak (Caleutta} of the 21st November writes that as Govern. 

— ment has 80 far failed to take steps to abate what 

W is known as the Kabuli nuisance, it behoves the 

leaders of the Bengali community to concert measures to induee the masses 

of their fellow-countrymen to refrain from using the Jelati warm clothing these 
Kabulis purvey, and so get rid of the nuisance peacefully. 


(5)--- Working of the Courts. 


22. The Sanfivani [Calcutta] of the 19th November understands that 

as Chet fete a te Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Raha man is not going to be 

21 Gates Oat. confirmed in his officiating appointment as Chief 

Judge of the Calcutta Small Cause Court. It is 

universally admitted, writes the paper, that the Bengalis are second to none 

in judicial abilit Why then should not Mr. Rahaman be confirmed in his 

present post? Ought not the authorities to consider that the Hindus and 

Musalmans of Bengal would be dissatisfied if Mr. Rahaman were not made 
Chief Judge ? : 

23. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 19th November fully approves of 
the suggestion made in certain quarters that 
Sir Lawrance Jenkins should be appointed Chief 
Justice of Bengal, for Sir Lawrence is preeminently qualified to keep up the 
glorious traditions of the High Court. Nothing can be more serious for the 
British Empire than any loss of the respect which the public has for the High 
Court, and its glory should be scrupulously guarded. 

24, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November advises the Govern- 
: ment to think very carefully before they appoint 
Ibid. ) ; 

| any one toa responsible post like that of Chief 
Justice of Bengal. The public is gradually losing all respect for the High 
Court, and the Government ought to take every care to restore the highest 
tribunal in the land to the dignity it had before. 

25. In noticing the impending retirement of the Chief Justice of the 

; it igh Court, the Jagaran [Bagerhat] of the 22nd 
huet Justiceship of the High November observes that speculation is rife as to 

who will be the successor of the present Chief 
Justice. Rumour has it that Sir Lawrence Jenkins, the Chief Justice of the 
Bombay High Court, will succeed him, This proposal has given real satisfac- 
tion to the journal, which goes on to say that an independent Judge like Sir 
Lawrence Jenkins is rare in this country, and hopes Government will fulfil its 
desire by appointing Sir Lawrence Jenkins to the office of Chief Justice. 

26. The Jitvarta [Calcutta] of the 19th November does not approve of 
the decision of tte Madras High Court, which 
merely reduced the sentence of Messrs. Pillay and 
Subrahmanya Shiv, and says :— 

Government is rendering itself more unpopular by meting out such hard 
punishments to the well-wishers of the country. The country is not — to 
be satisfied so long as the policy of repressive measures is not abandoned by 
the officials. We find chat whoever tries to elevate the present prostrate 
condition of the country, is somehow or other caught into the net of sedition. 
So long as the present state of things and the police rule continue, how can 
there be contentment in the country? Dreadful allegations are being made 
against the police, but no one pays any attention to them. 

27. Referring to the confisc tion of the Bande Mataram Press for publica- 
tion of a seditious article of the same nature as in 
the Poineer which escaped any punishment, the 
Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 19th November marks the inequity of the Law Courts 
in meting out justice to persons of different castes and creeds, which is quite 
contrary to the established principles of British rule. 

28. Referring to the case against Charu Chandra Ray, one of the Alipore 

ian Meets Bai, anarchists, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th 

November writes: | 
_ _ Who will believe that an experienced lawyer like Mr. Norton did not know 
beforehand that the charge of waging war against the King which had 


Chief Justiceship of Bengal. 


Too hard a punishment. 


A racial distinction 


( 1023 ) 


ht against Charu Babu could not stand? And yet he was kept 
0 olf goog hajat for more than four months. Again ag soon as the authorities 
were compelled to withdraw that charge and to release him, he was re- arrested 
on a fresh charge, namaly, that of murder. It seemed at first as if the 
authorities had enough evidence to substantiate the charge against Charu Babu; 
but a week passed and nothing could be proyed against him. Consequently 
they were obliged to admit Charu Babu to bail, But cannot the authorities 
conduct the case without playing the fool in this way? Are incidents such as 
this likely to raise them in the people's estimation ? 5 
29. Referring to the et ac Pees for 6 months from practising as a pleader 
of Jagannath Mureshwar Samant for disparaging 
J x . who tried Mr, Tilak, the Bilar 
ndhu | Bankipore] of the 21st November has :— 
ws Ths — «the tyrant beats but does not allow (its victim) to weep” is 
a long established truth in this country. 


A pleader suspended. 


(c\—Jaals. 


30. Referring to the paragraph published inthe Englishman announcing 
. that the body of Satyendra Nath Bose, after execu- 


Government orders about the tion on Satarday the 2lst November, will not be 
treatment of Satyendra Nath 


Bose's body after execution. 


jail compound, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 18th 
November writes: 

His last bathing and putting of fire to his mouth will therefore have 
to be performed inside the jail. Even his bones will not be permitted to be 
thrown into the Ganges. So we see Government will not allow even the dead 
body to be honoured. The story of Kanai’s ascension to heaven was tele- 
graphed to Ingland, which made the Dazly Telegraph indite a strong article, 

This is a quotation from a fami- and we hear that it has also shaken the seat of 
liar Sanskrit couplet, which sve even the Viceroy. What we feel, we keep con- 
result will be what God haz laid cealed in our bosom. We have nothing more to 
down. say, except that what is in the mind of Pro- 
vidence, must take place.“ | 

31. Referring to the proposed cremation of Satyendra Nath Bose’s bod 
within the jail compound, the Sandhya [Calcutta 
of the 19th November has the following: 


Satyendra’s cremation. 


The arrangement that has been laid down by the British Parliament must 


be final, and we can have nothing to say to it. We are not entitled either to 
2 or blame it. Nevertheless we shall say two things in this connexion. 
f the body of Satyendra be not permitted to be cremated on the banks of the 
Ganges, every Hindu must think that the Sarkar Bahadur has at last be 
to interefere with Hindu religious ceremonies. Satyendra is going to expiate 
the sin he has committed. After his hanging, his crime will be washed awa 
with it. This is the fundamental principle of criminal juris prudence. This 
is the decision at which British jurists have arrived. Satyendra’s dead 
body is not guilty of any offence, and his relatives have full right over 
it; they are entitled to cremate it according to their religious rites, This 
is what a civilised society prescribes, We see that the English Govern- 
ment has been ill-advised to take the contrary course. Will the act be a wise 
one? Granted that Satyendra abetted. the crime of murder of Norendra 
Gossain, for which the punishment is hanging. But when Satyendra 
has expiated his act on the gallows, his crime may be expected to be washed 
away with his punishment. Why then, do you strike a blow with your 
scimitar on the body of a man who is already dead? In reply, you would say 
that if a Nr who has been punished by order of the King’s Court, be 
honoured by the society, then the punishment would lose its value and deterrent 
effect. But may we ask in what light has society accepted the deed for 
committing which Kanai and Satyendra have been condemned? If, however, 
the society has not viewed it as a crime, then the society will not appreciate 


the significance of the punishment which you have inflicted. It mugt, 


| 


allowed to be removed but will be burnt within the 
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therefore, be said that in the present instance the object of the punishment 
cannot be served, aud it will not be served. On the other hand, society will 
get an opportunity to pass a vote of censure on your cruel treatment. Those 
who are the opponents of the English, or who are anxious to find out their 
defects, will go on publishing the matter in various forms and with varions 
embellishments. It seems to us that the same grandeur would not have marked 
the cremation of Satyendra as was witnessed in the case of Kanai, the reason 
being that Satyendra repeatedly begged the English for mercy. Whether you 
showed mercy to him or not, he bowed down his head to you all the same, 
and this took away 14 annas of the heroism with which he met his death, 
People would never have accorded the same cordial greeting to Satyendra as 
they had done to Kanai. Again, at the time of Kanai’s death, the last Rash 
festival and snan were celebrated. Thus, without any effort and spontaneously 
the procession accompanying Kanai’s dead body was magnificent. Such a 
thing can never take place again, We believe that there would have been no 
disturbance after Satyendra’s death. But the Sarkar Bahadur has, by arrang- 
ing to cremate his body within the jail, magnified the significance of bis 
execution ten times in the eyes of the Bengalis. If you really mean to stop 
this excitement, you can do one thing. You can transfer Satyendra to Buxar 
Jail and hang him there. The act may be performed secretly without produc- 
ing any painful impression on anybody’s mind, and allowing Satyendra’s body 
to be cremated according to Hindu rites. There are many acts which are very 
difficult to be done at Calcutta, but very easy of accomplishment in the mufassal. 
Khudiram’s execution would have been followed great disturbance in 
Calcutta, but at Muzaffarpur there was no trouble. Similarly, if Satyendra 
be hanged at Buxar or Monghyr, his last rites may be performed by the side 
of the Ges es, and we too will have nothing to pain us. Will the Government 
refuse to do such an easy thing? We have said what we feel in our hearts, 
and the Government is welcome to listen to our proposal or not. But if the 
Government be disposed to act according to our suggestion, it will not only 
suffer no loss, but will have positive gain, viz., it will avoid a good deal of 


opprobium. 
32. Referring to the suggestion of Capitul that the remains of executed 
criminals should be cremated inside the jail 
The suggestion to cremate 


compound, the Jasohar [Jessore] of the 19th 
November says that the suggestion, if carried out, 
would be a novel departure from a time honoured practise and would, moreover, 
wound the religious susceptibilities of the Hindus. 


33. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 21st November writes :— 


„„ N. writes in Capital ines the = 122 
. criminals ties should not in future make over the bodies 
W of executed criminals to their relatives for funeral. 
The demonstration made at Kanai Lal Dutt’s funeral is no doubt the circum- 
stance which led Max’ to express himself as above. The Statesman and 
other Anglo-Indian papers have caught up the echo. An experienced and 
cool-headed man like Max' ought to know that Hindus consider it a duty 
to perform the funeral rites of their dead relatives; and that if as Max” 
suggests, the dead bodies of executed persons are to be cremated within the 
jail compounds, such an act will shock the religious feelings of the Hindus. 


We hope that the authorities will not allow themselves to be led away by 
writings like the above. 


34. The Basumati . the 21st November writes :— 

* 3 e notice that the authorities cannot fix any 
BS. ef Satyendranath days of the week but Saturdays and Tuesdays 
to hang convicts condemned to death. Kanal 

was hanged on Tuesday and Satyendra ie to be hanged next Saturday. 
Satyendra’s brother asked that Satyendra’s corpse might be delivered up to 
him. But the authorities will not henceforth permit corpses of convicts to 
be taken out of jail bounds, Mr. T. R. Buchanan, replying the other day 
to a question in the House of Commons by Mr. Arthur Fell, declared that 
if the authorities apprehended a demonstration being made over the corpse 
of an executed criminal, they would not any more make over the body to 


Satyendra’s body within the jail. 
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the dead man’s relations. The jail regulations have been altered to this end, 
and acting on this authority the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas has informed 
Satyendra’s relatives that the corpse must be cremated by them within the jail 
enclosure. Many Bengalis applied for permission to be present at Satyendra’s 
execution, but the Jail Superintendent has disallowed it. What principle of 
justice is it on which the authorities permit Europeans to the exclusion of 
Bengalis to be present on this occasion? Furthermore, is it not an act of ioter- 
ference with religious beliefs not to permit one to cremate a relative’s corpse 
according to the rites laid down by one’s religion? With the cessation of life, a 
criminal’s offence ceases. If demonstrations at the funerals of condemned 
criminals are objected to by Government, why not forbid such demonstrations 
by Notice? Where was the need of causing pain needlessly to the minds of the 
relations of the condemned man? 

35. The Jayaran — of the 22nd November writes :-— 

apital writes to say that if there is any rule 
1 of 4 dead bodies to allow dead bodies hanged on the gallows to be 
R taken out, it should be abolished, and the dead 
bodies cremated within the jail compound. We have been surprised at this. 
It is a matter of great puzzle that our contemporary being in India, does not 
know the rules for the cremation of the dead bodies of Hindus and what is 
done for the salvation of the dead. We hope the Government will not lend 
its ear to our contemporary's proposal. If this proposal is carried into effect, 
it will hurt the religious susceptibilities of the Hindus. 

36. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 19th November reproduces a paragraph 

7 from the Sonar Bharat, in which the writer quotes 
r of Durga from the letter of Babu Durga Mohan Sen, editor 
: n of the Barisal Hitaish, who was a co-prisoner in 
jail with Durga Charan Sanyal, to show that Government bas missed a golden 
opportunity of winning the gratitude of the Bengali community, nay, of the 
whole of India, by not releasing Durga Charan Sanyal on the occasion of the 
King’s Proclamation, and that the old man’s life has been made intolerable 
by the hard labour and coarse food given him. 

37. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November condemns “the 

ee ill-treatment of Durga Charan Sanyal in jail.” 

8. reimen of Durgs Charan The editor of the Barisal Hitaishi, who was in the 

yal In jail. 2 2 ° 

sume jail with Durga Charan Sanyal, says that 

Sanyal is fed on the coarse diet usually given to convicts; and that though he 

cannot digest it, he is not allowed to live on hospital diet. The man has, 

therefore, to eat very little. Cannot Sir Andrew Fraser show him some 

kindness now that His Honour is about to leave this country? Will not Durga 

Charan’s release be a more lasting monument of His Honour’s glory than 
anything else ? 

38. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 21st November writes how Babu 
Durga Mohan Sen, the editor of the Barisal 
Hitais „li, lately released from jail, has dwelt on the 
— hard life which Durga Charan Sanyal, the accused 
in the Darjeeling Mail Train assault case, is now leading in prison. The hard 
prison fare disagrees with a man of his age and station in life, and the com- 
plaints he has preferred on this head to the Jail Superintendent have gone 
unheeded. A weak and incapable man like him is quite unfit for regular 
prison life, and he should be sent to the jail hospital at least, if Government 
cannot see its way to releasing him altogether. , | 

39. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 19th November writes: - 

Srijukta Chidambaram Pillay was previously a 
pleader of Tuticorin, and used to have a monthly 
income of nearly five hundred rupees. He then 
became the Director of a Swadeshi Steamer Company, and under his able 
management the concern was brought to a very flourishing condition. He 
thus made himself an object of displeasure to his rivals in trade, and later on 
he was persecuted on a charge of sedition and sentenced to transportation for 
life, On appeal the sentence was reduced to one of six years’ transportation, 
but he has not as yet been transported from India. His wife has written a 

7 | 


The case of Durga Charan 
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Alleged ill-treatment of Chid- 
ambaram Pillay in jail. 


JaGaBan, 


Nov. 22nd, 1908. 


JA YOHAR, 
Nov. 13 th, 1908. 


HITAVADl, 
Nove 20th, 1908. 


BasuMaTl, 
Nov. 2lst, 1908. 


SanJIvAR!, 
Nov. 19th, 1908. 


— — — ony jhe 
, ox 


» - * » 3 
— ar. 2 6 — — leap 
— . ]§⏑;rQòQ— BS Ps — 
* ee 


oust 
— — 
( „%% 7˙7 1———＋—*—2— 7˙mm es 


tay ae, 
— AON IODIDE 
— —— — 


P . — * N 1 
* * i 7 ee > — * N — 1 5 
— — 2 * * 4 . = . ‘ . ; ‘ * N 8 5 
8 — 5 7 — * 
as » ee 2 * — rte eS eee 2 — 
5 ; . . ’ : — 7 > — , — n : 2 n a ee . . 1 
70 9 * 1 * 7 ~ —_—— 2 2 * * — 6 ; J ’ „ ee VO 8 ; : =e N : wen 
Miia — n 5 * * n 2 e ros 5a ad * 1 * — J . Cee ae oe 2 a „ 1 > N * > * “Phe * aj ~ a a Se 
. ; * e oe 3 * r l pe - ~ Yeu ’ os 4 7 ae ee oe * 5 es D a. Ns 5 * 1 Kt: 4 3 n 5 wee oo 0 * * * 
TBS d 5 K ae * 2 7" + * gs ä 2 8 . . 8 Mar . . : — . * “ly 8 2 ~ 5 AS < = 0 5 8 2 aS Pe x 3 : 
le . 1 * . ret, S 9 * Cron . 2 ’ er 0 a * — 8 . * * > 4 . > . 5 7 = ae — N — 1 . . “> 8 ~~ Ps * 
' — 7 N part — . — SFG Tee n Ee, — - - ‘ ~ - 1 * . 2 mag oi 22 rr 8 e : 
* efter 2m — „ 3 r 17 * 1 — — 2 e 
— * Pye PREP er ae : a ; . SAR: , pains mn Paty 
. l P — — — —— 2 n . — : = “ . : 7 832 * 8 2 N r a . 
ey alle 5 2 r 2 — — —e— eee | ee ERE A : ver * er om * ei — 
—— 5 n : =~ 5 „ a ee . — — * N n 8 
. 1 . N . 2 > 2 YY — f = are 
= f 1 7 4 . Pe) * . 8 J ae 8 * 1 nt 


+ out Bis nate pons 
* — —— * — — 
— x abe r — a * 
WZ e 2 — 2 — — — 
* — 
— 


r — 1 — — 5 
oon 2 r * : 
E 
oration . ¥ 


— data Al 
— 


3 n — ; 


e K | = 1 
* * * 9 2 " 
“ 2 


4 —— 
— 


. 


3 


BanGaVas!, 
Nov. 2)st, 1908. 


Hip! BaNGAvasy!, 
Nov. 23rd, 1908, 


Basvumati, 
Nov. 2ist, 1908. 


Minn o-SupHakar, 
Nov, 20th, 1908, 


(1026) 


letter to a certain newspaper describing the treatment which Chidambaran 
Pillay is receiving in jail. She says that she has heard from some released 
convicts that Chidambaram is not allowed to go and answer calls of nature 
when he is at work. He has to work at the oil-mill with the help of only two 
or three men as his mates, though the usual number is five. He is subjected 
to various sorts of annoyance and persecution with the motive of picking a 
quarrel with him. Mrs, Pillay has, therefore, appealed to the Government 
praying that Pillay may either be transported or transferred to some other jail. 
She is deeply grieved to hear of the ill-treatment accorded to her husband, If, 
therefore, the news be true, the authorities should redress all this oppression ; or 
if it is false, the authorities should say so and thusset Mrs. Pillay’s mind at rest, 
40, The Bangavasi [Calcutta | of the 21Ist November quotes the letter of 
Chidambaram Pillay’s wife, in which she complains 
of the extremely hard treatment of Ler husband 
in jail, and says that an immediate inquiry ought 
to be held, and if these complaints are found to be correct, the authorities 
should take steps to mitigate the sufferings of her husband. But remembering 
what answer Sir Andrew Fraser gave to the prayer of the prisoners undergo- 
ing hajat at Midnapore, and taking this for a precedent, ean anybody hope for 
any mitigation of Chidambaram Pillay’s suffering ? 
41. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd November gives 
„— le tail publicity to the report of harsh treatment to which 
an baram suey zan. Chidambaram Pillay is being subjected in Coim- 
batore Jail, and calls for an immediate inquiry with a view to ascertain the 
truth. 


Alleged ill-treatment of Chid- 
ambaram Pillay in jail. 


| (d) Education. 
42. TheBasumati [Calcutta] of the 21st November quotes the following 
is from the Hitavadi Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad 
S Frincipalship of the San- Sastri has retired from the Principalship of the 
— Sanskrit College, and Professor Kali Prasanna 
Bhattacharyya of the Presidency College has been gazetted temporarily to that 
office. We fail to see the justification for this temporary arrangement. Some 
have it that Mahamahapadhyaya Satis Chandra Vidyabhushan will get this 
high office a short while henee, and Pandit Kali Prasanna is keeping the place 
“warm” for him. Others again have it that the present arrangement is 
intended to keep Rai Rajendra Chandra Sastri Bahadur out of the post in 
question. Let us see how the Acting Principal improves the College:” and 
observes as follows:—Sir Andrew Fraser has kept Rai Rajendra Chandra Sastri 
Bahadur out of his dues this time also, but we shall unreservedly declare it to be 
our conviction that no greater act of injustice is: possible. The Rai|Bahadur is 
a most erudite man, and in every way competent to be 8 of the 
Sanskrit College. The authorities have been guilty of partiality in overlooking 
his just claims. Kindness to one’s adherents may be worthy of praise, but it 
becomes most regrettable when it leads to transgression’ of justice and of 
official duty. The arrangement which Sir Andrew has made in regard, to 
this office on the advice of selfish sycophants will prove absolutely ruinous 
te the Sanskrit College. What can be more regrettable than that Sir Andrew 
sbould have failed to give evidence of his impartiality and ability to recognise 
merit by upholding the honour of a man of worth like Rai Rajendra Chandra 
Sastri Bahadur ? | ) 
\ 


(¢}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


43. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 20th November complains 
Muha that in the shops for the sale of cooked meat to 
Oalenta dn | meat-shops in Muhammadans in Calcutta all sorts of bad and 
ee unhealthy meat are prepared in the most filthy 

men. and with very bad lard and oil, and offered for the consumption of poor 


\ 
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(g)—Railways and Communications, including Canale and Irrigation. 


44. The Sansivani Calcutta] of the 19th November writes: 

5 tas Chandra Madhav Ghosh is an eminent 
1 2 * = against the East man a 3 He was at one time a Judge 
ree 1 of the High Court, and the Government has 
decorated him with a Knighthood. Now listen to the treatment he has recently 
received at the hunds of some railway officials, He was on Tuesday lest 
coming down from Baidyanath (on the East Indian Railway) to utta 
with his family. He had reserved a carriage which had been sent down to 
Baidyanath, and he got into it. It had been arranged that the carriage would 
be attached to the Down Express which leaves that station at about noon. 
But before the arrival of the Express: at Baidyanath, a telegram came 
announcing that the carriage could not be put on to that train. Sir 
Chandra Madhav Ghosh had consequently to wait in the carriage from noon 
till the evening. Ifthe railway authorities dare treat Sir Chandra Madhav 
in this way, what is there they cannot do? It is cases of such treatment 
which have created ill-feeling towards the English. 


( — General. 


45. The Samay Darpan [ Salkia] of the 16th November writes as follows 

uae with reference to the King’s Message :— 
A We have been hearing for quite a long time 
about the inauguration of liberty or of self. Government in India, but no 
practical steps have 3 8 been taken to that end. The small measure of 
independence which Municipalities occasionally have got has been withdrawn 
very shortly after —witness the strange transformation of the Calcutta 
Municipality. As for the powers of members of District Boards and Legislative 
Councils, their practical usefulness is a negligible quantity. Not only ‘has 
there been no extension of our liberties, but the government has been 
conducted against the views of the people so as to humiliate them and make 
them greatly discontented. The Partition of Bengal was a noteworthy 
measure of this nature—and it was a measure the method of carrying out 
which has vexed not Bengal alone, but all India. In spite of the fact that 
Viscount Morley has condemned this measure and in the same breath declared 
his intention to uphold it as a “settled fact,” His Majesty now deelares 
„If errors have occurred, the agents of my Government have spared no pains 
and no self-sacrifice to correct them. : 

We differ in toto from the views expressed in paragraph 3 of the message 
that No secret of Empire can avert the scourge of drought and plague.” 
Are we to infer from this statement that crops cannot be irrigated from any 
other source than rainfall? And, further is it not a fact that methods have 
been discovered to keep crops alive by means other than irrigation—but those 
methods have not been introduced into India? As a matter of fact, the 
tendency is for the officials when a famine first breaks out to hide the 
fact; when the scourge assumes proportions of magnitude, they go out begging 
for doles from the public. This sort of efficiency may nt in the 
eyes of the officials themselves, but it appears most shameful in our estimation. 
As with famine, plague too is a — of our poverty, and the officials have 
taken no steps towards the alleviation of poverty in this country. 

We are really grateful to the English for the unbroken internal peace and 
immunity from foreign invasion, we have enjoyed during their rule. But at 
the same time the burden of expenditure inflicted on India by. her being forced 
to participate in Military expedition to places like the Soudan, East Africa; 
the ‘l'ransvaal, China, Kabul, Libet, etc., at the whim of the officials, has been 
a source of great pain to us, which it behoves the King’s officials to remove. 

The Government of India is professedly administered for the benefit of all 
resident therein, and works of public utility and improvement are promoted 
by Government professedly in our interest, But we must take leave to point 
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out that some of these works—the Railways have interfered with the drainage 
of the country, and added to the ravages of malaria and have thrown a number 
of manjhis (boatmen) out of work. Proposals for re-excavation of silted up water- 
channels and for works of sani improvement made by the people are 
dismissed lightly on arguments which are unsound, and which ultimately resolve 
them-selves into an apprehension of loss of Railway income. All the services, 
Civil, Military, Medical, Engineering and Educational are recruited in England, 
whither Indians may go only at risk of losing caste and at immense expense. 
All appeals to hold those examinations in India have so far gone in vain. The 
old indigenous industries have been destroyed through unfair advan 
secured by Government to the European competitor, and obstacles placed in 
the way of the establishment of new ones. In short all cases of conflict of 
Indian interest with European are decided in favour of the latter, irrespectively 
of the merits of each case. Do all these bear out the claim that the govern- 
ment of India is being carried on in the interests of the people of India? 


We fail to comprehend what is meant by the schemes that have been 
diligently framed and executed for promoting your material convenience and 
advance—schemes unsurpassed in their magnitude and their boldness.“ Whether 
it be the railway bridges, or the Delhi Durbar or the Tibet Expedition which 
is meant, none of them were devised solely for the convenience of the Indians. 
But perhaps we are wrong—perhaps the Delhi Durbar was a scheme ‘‘ framed ” 
solely for promoting” our advance,“ for the allied Princes of India touched 
Lord Curzon’s feet in rendering homage to His Majesty at their Durbar, and 
the Nizam parted with the Berars on the same occasion. The treatment meted 


cout to the Princes of Manipur, Patna and Indore at different times also perhaps 


BANGABANDHD, 
Nov. 16th, 1908. 


deserve mention as coming under these schemes.” 


As regards the release of prisoners, we ask if there were no better objects 
in the country deserving of the King’s clemency and if that clemency might 
not have taken a more permanent and different shape? One such shape might 
have been the introdcution of educational facilities to which other civilised 
countries owe their progress. Another might have been the adoption of 
measures to prevent Hindu-Musalman feuds over cow-killing, the rectification 
of the Partition and the admission of a larger number of Indians into offices 
where Europeans now get an undue preference, } 


The sham form of Local Government we have already got has been 
enough for us—we hope the fresh instalment of it we are to get will be no less 


satisfying to us. 


We wish the officials joy of the laudation they have received from His 
Majesty. 

46. The Bangabandhu er the 16th November regretfully says 

| any that the 1 Sri pant * failed 

„The King-Emperor’s Proclama- to give peace to the disturbed country eby not 
r 4 His Gracious Majesty's — fo the 
political prisoners. The first name that occurs to 

the writer is that lion-mettled Bal Gangadhar Tilak, the real leader and the 

brightest gem of India. He was not a murderer, a thief, a dacoit, an incendiary 

or a bomb-thrower. It is a pity that such a man was banished for merely 
Writing an inoffensive article in his paper. Everybody expected that mere 

would be shown to him on the present occasion. But alas! we wanted bread, 
ut received a stone | 


Then comes Chidambaram Pillay. Alas, to what a hard lot has this 
ra a ig patriot been condemned! How hard is the lot of his poor young 
wife! 

Then comes that old patriot, one who made the service of his country his 
sole object in life, Maulvi Leakat Hossain. He is an old man, but how 
spirited! The whole of Bengal is mortified by his unmerited sufferings, But 
even such a man has not been released by Government. 


Last of all, cames that old 2 Durgacharan Sanyal, whom a false 
complaint has consigned to jail. If it bo the object of Government to re- 
establish peace in the laud, should not these persons be released at once ? 


( 10929: ) 


| Referring to the King Emperor’s ‘Proclamation, the Bangabandh 
47 eferring [Caleutta of the 16th November delivess teeai? 8 


4 


The King-Emperors Proclama- follows :— | 

tion. 0 what a 1 has been caused to 
the Indians! The term“ — finds no place in the Proclamation, but 
in the Queen's Proclamation equality among all sections of the community 


was given prominence. The fact is that King Edward VII is a nominal king; 
it is the British people who are the real masters of the Empire. Nothing can 
be done without the sanction of the British Parliament. 


48. Referring to the King’s Proclamation, the Prasun [Katwa] of the 
eee 20th November says:— 
ee This Proclamation cannot stand comparison 
with the late Queen-Empress’s Proclamation. Indeed, the latter Proclamation 
was such as only a female Sovereign could issue. One vaily looks in His 
Majesty’s Proclamation for the affection and sympathy which breathe in His 
late lamented Mother’s Message. c 


His Majesty has said, Difficulties such as attend all human rule in every 
age and place have risen up from da to day. They have been faced by 
the servants of the British Crown with toil and courage and patience, and 
a resolution that has never faltered nor shaken. If errors have occurred, the 
agents of my Government have spared no pains and no self-sacrifice to 
correct them; if abuses have been proved vigorous hands have laboured to 
apply a remedy.” It appears from this that His Majesty has heard only 
what his agents have told him, and that he has been given no opportunity to 
hear the plaintive cries of his subjects. The petty difficulties that were 
created during the last fifty years by officials in their endeavour to maintain 
their prestige prove their spirit of sid and their irresolution instead of their 
firmness, patience, noble courage and ability. It is no doubt true that one or 
two largeminded offcials have sometimes corrected mistakes, but most 
officials have only tried to maintain them. One ortwo acts of injustice have, 
no doubt, been revoked, but hundreds of such acts have oppressed the poor 
people of the country. 

His Majesty has said :—‘‘ No secret of Empire can avert the scourge of 
drought and plague, but experienced administrators have done all that skill 
and devotion are capable of doing to mitigate those dire calamities of nature. 
For a longer period than was ever known in your land before you have es- 
caped the dire calamities of war within your 3 Internal peace has been 
unbroken.“ It is no doubt true that drought cannot be averted, but in this 
respect officials have worked with such indifference as to lead one to think 
that it is no part of their duty to try to prevent failures of crops. This 
country is chiefly agricultural, and it is not beyond the power of the civilised 
British Government to devise scientific means of preventing, to a great extent, 
failure of crops. But the endeavours of Government in this direction are quite 
incommensurate with the needs of such a vast country. As for plague, this 
much at least can be urged that it seldom attacks a well-fed people. Officials 
have no doubt tried to mitigate calamities of nature, but the fas ‘remains that 
the sufferers from deluge in Orissa have not got the same amount of relief as 
was given to sufferers from earthquake in the Kangra valley. There have, no 
doubt, been no wars in the country and this would have been a very happy 
thing if the people of the country had lived in plenty. To starve and enjoy 
peace is a very painful thing. 

His Majesty has said In the Brest charter of 1858, Queen Victoria gave 
you noble assurance of Her earnest desire to stimulate the peaceful industr 
of India, to promote works of 2 utility and improvement, and to admi- 
nister the Government for the benefit of all resident therein. The schemes 
that have been diligently framed and executed for promoting your material 
convenience and advance schemes unsurpassed in their magnitude and their 
boldness— bear witness before the world to the zeal with which that benignant 
promise has been fulfilled.” What shall we say in reply to this? Have the 

servants of the Government acted up to the assurance given by Her late 
Majesty to the Indians? In fact the industries of the country have instead of 
improving greatly deteriorated. — 


Area. 
Noy. 16th, 1908, 


Bast, 


Nov. 21st, 1908. 
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to high posts in the public service, irrespective of creed and colour, and mak 
the 9 between the rulers and the ruled more cordial. We accept the 
benediction of His Majesty in the same spirit as a son accepts: the benediction 
of his father. But His Majesty should, first of all, make an arrangement by 
which our prayer may reach his ears, in case his servan ts should fail to act up 
to the promise made by him in this Proclamation. 

49, In discussing the King’s Message, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 

Sal 21st November writes: . 

ee While it is an indubitable fact that the servants 
of the British Crown have faced such difficulties as attend all human rule 
with toil, courage and patience, it is also undeniable that the impatience they 
have occasionally shown has been the cause of great difficulties in the work of 
ruling the country, and has created easily avoidable discontent amongst the 

le. 

all men make mistakes. But nowhere on earth do we see such unwilling: 

ness as the English, for the sake of prestige, show to acknowledge and rectify 
mistakes. One is startled to think of the amount of public money which has 
been squandered on the following of a Frontier policy started undcr a mistake, 
And yet it was left to so recent a Viceroy as Lord Curzon to inaugurate a 
change in the old policy. Then again the partition of Bengal was carried 
out in defiance of popular wishes, and its evil effects now manifest make its 
authors disown all responsibility for it; and yet we do not see any measures 
adopted for any rectification of this acknowledged mistake and conciliation of 
popular feeling thereby. _ | : 

Turning now to the police, the Police Commission’s report made a 
number of the gravest allegations against the force some five years ago. How 
far has the situation improved since then? For a reply, we have only to point 
out how lately a Police officer acknowledged publicly in Court how though he 
had been censured in a certain case, his promotion had not been retarted in 
consequence. Coming to still more recent cases, how have the policemen and 
police officers been punished who were concerned in the Comilla gun-shot 
murder case, and in the Midnapore bomb conspiracy case? What steps have 
been taken by Government to discourage them from embarking on evil courses 
again? Severe punishment for the guilty officers and men is the one correc- 
tion possible which will be effective. 

One other point in regard to the servants of the British Crown” which 
we shall speak of on the present occasion is the excessively high salaries they 
draw, considering the poor country they serve. Not content with their present 
salaries which are on a scale unparalleled elsewhere, they take an allowance for 
loss occasioned by the fall in the exchange value of silver in relation to gold. 

Me admit the truth of the commendation which His Majesty bestows on 
his officers for the skill and devotion they show in mitigating drought 
and plague. But is drought a phenomenon to be observed only in India? 
Drought and excessive rainfall have always done d to crops in India, 
but famines with their consequent mortality were not so frequent in the past. 
The explanation then of the growing frequency of famines (a fact the truth 
of which is admitted by the officials) can only be the growing impoverishment 
of the people, a growing incapacity on their part to lay by in kat years for 
the lean ones. And no permanent good is to looke J for, until famines are 
sought to be prevented, instead of being only mitigated. 

As for plague, in other countries also plague broke out, and in time was 
stamped out. If in India it proves unamenable to control by Government, 
the conolusion follows that either the Government measures adopted have not 
been adequate, or it is the effect of poverty. Leaving aside plague, what has 


trate of Murshidabad. 
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Government done for the mitigation of other epidemics in the land such as 


„ malaria ? : 


We cordinally acknowledge the truth of the statement made by His 
Majesty that India has enjoyed unbroken internal peace. We admit that the 
ce we now enjoy is the gift of Englishmen. But while we admitthis, we 
are bound also to draw attention to the immense amount of money which has 
been wasted on military expeditions outside India’s borders on the North-West 


Frontier. Colonel Hanna has estimated this amount at Rs. 7,14,580,480, and 


nother estimate puts it at Rs. 26,40,000,000. Imagine how much sani 
improvement could have beeu effected with this money! And while on this 
subject, we cannot refrain from referring to the losses inflicted on the Indian 
tax-payers by expeditions more distant from the Indian border than the North- 
West Frontier, by expeditions to Suakim, Abyssinia, etc. Indeed on reflection 


one is tempted to ask whether after all it is peace or punishment ? 


50. Speaking of Sir E. N. Baker who will shortly succeed Sir Andrew 
| Fraser as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the 
_ Sir B. kr. Beker and the present Bankura Darpan (Bankura) of the 16th November 
— is afraid that the dastardly deeds of some misguid- 
ed youths, ae, the attempt on the Lieutenant-Governor’s life, would 
gradually close all the avenues of p 8 nst the Bengalis. Accordin 

to the Shastras the downfall of a people who behave ill towards the rulers — 


do not show them the respect which is due unto the gods is inevitable. 


51. Referring to the great Darbar that will beheld in Calcutta in January 
nent on the occasion of the marriage of the young- 

Ge Pmronching Darbar in est daughter of His Excellency Lord Minto, the 
2 Pailivaria [ Bongong] of the 17th November 
doubts whether such a costly Darbar should be held at a time like the 


present when the country is sorely in need of money for other more useful 


purposes. 
52. The Samivan [Calcutta] of the 19th November thinks that His 
H. H. Sir Lancelot Hare. Honour Sir Lancelot Hare should have been 


| pensioned off and not allowed to resume the 
Lieutenant Governorship of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 


53. The Pratikar [Berhampore ]of the 20th November expresses its gratifi- 

ine _ ation at the appointment of a just, dutiful and 

Mz. Halifax es District Magis- one official like Mr, Halifax as District 

agistrate of Murshidabad. His advent is speci- 

ally opportune at a troublous time like the nt, Government has displayed 

wisdom by cancelling the transfer of Mr. M. K. Dev to Gya and retaining his 
services as Joint- Magistrate of Murshidabad. 


54. The mg Sir Andrew Fraser, writes the Hitavadi 

b 6 alcutta] of the 20th November, is to retire very 

rin, memorial to His Honour the soon, and his devotees and admirers are busy 
raising subscriptions for a memorial to him. The 

t Emperor” of Burdwan is showing the greatest zeal inthe matter. We 


should think that every Police officer ought to contribute a month’s salary to 
that fund. | 


55, Referring to the meeting held last week in the rooms of the Brit sh 
Indian Association under the presidency of the 

.J. memorial t Gir Maharaj-Adhiraj of Burdwan, in which a donation 
| cf Rs. 25,000 was raised for perpetuating the 

memory of Sir Andrew Fraser, who will soon vacate the masnad of Be gal; 
the Bangavas [Calcutta] of the 21st November asks, is there any s:ecial 


per aad of any other memorial of Sir Andrew Fraser than what already 
exists : 


58. Referring to the recent meeting of the Britisa Indian Leer * 
1 raising funds for Sir Andrew Fraser's memorial, the 
n Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd N ovember 


asks if there is still need of doing anything to perpetuate the memory of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. | 
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57. Referring to the favourable notice of the swadeski movement in the 
Government Administration Report, the N 

The progress of the swadeshs [Berham ur] of the 20th November writes — 
r On the whole we are gratified to find that 
i Government has freely admitted the . fact that the 
swadeshi movement has done a great deal of good to the country. Man per- 
sons have a notion that Government dislikes the swadeshi movement. We ask 


men of this class to peruse the Government report. The rulers are obli 


from considerations of ijustice and fair play, to put down misguided m 
and wild spirits. From this ignorant men conclude that Government is hostile 
to the swadeshs agitation itself. We believe that Government can never enter- 
tain any ill-will towards anything that conduces to the good of the country. 
And Government bas repeatedly given proof of its benevolent intentions. 
We hope therefore that every one will fearleasly join the ewadesh 
agitation. : are. a . pe 
* 58. The Basumat Calcutta] of the 21st November ridioules the zugges- 
K 1 ge — of the Darj *r R y Association 
eacplanters and seperation of that no separation of Judicial and Executive funo- 
—— ee — in the tea distriets as an unreason- 
able one, holding that it is specially iu the districts with a non-official European 
popoulation that such a separation is required. : | 
39. With reference to the case of the Tehsilder in the Central Provinces 
w bo ferfeited his Government pension lately for 
veemmoners and their political participation in political agitation, the Basumati 
| Calcutta} of the 21st November writes that under 
the Civil Service Regulations, the tenure of a pension is dependent on the 
pensioner’s continuing to bear a good moral character. That is to say, while 
“honest politicians” are to go on getting their pensions, confirmed sedi- 
tionists are not. This rule is quite unobjectionable in itself, But whether 
a man conforms to the description of confirmed seditionist or not, is a fact 
to be decided on by officials who are most of them too much stricken with 
sedition-phobia, so to speak, to discriminate between free expression of honest 
political views and genuine sedition, And this suggests an apprehension that 
on one’s political vews is one's pension to depend in future. 
60. The Howrah Hitatehki [Howrah] of the 2lst November is su 
at the reply which Mr, Buchanan recently gave 
to Sir Henry Cotton’s questions regarding the 
proposed administrative reforms in India. From the reply, it appears that the 
Government does not care to take the public into its confidence as regards the 
reforms, nor are they ready to say definitely when the reforms will be an- 
nounced. We have already said that the reforms will not do the people any 
good, and so it does not matter anything if there ia any delay in carrying 


them out. 


: The proposed reforma. 


III.—LOIsLArrox. 


61. The Basumati oe of the 2tst November weiter ag > moving 

3 of Sannyasis and Goswamis was lately held on the 

: ia n. Acts Bill. pee . the Heriher Chattra M 4 at Sonpur, 
in Bihar, to protest against Dr. Ghose’s Public Charities Accounts Bill. It is 
to be hoped this protest will not go unheeded, for these Sannyasis and 
Goswamis are the managers and proprietors of the majority of * * 
endowments in India and they are also the recognised expouenta of Hindu 
religious views. : 9 5 ‘ee 


V.—Prospects or THE Crops anp CoNpDITION OF TEE Prorrx. 


n 62. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd November draws 


Nov. 23rd, 1044, 


The Peaple of Palamau. attention to the most wretched condition of the 
= re ' people of Palamau, who have been suffering from 
scarcity for these three years. Of course, says the paper, the people's dying 


\ * 


°° * 9 


( 1088 ) 


indi uld not relieve? them of their responsibility, as well while their 
attention would benifit them both in this and the text world, = 


| VI—Mrscatianeous. 
| oe 63. The Bangabondhu [Caloutta} of the aud 
— November writes: — | parry 


ee os } Tan com OF Gop. . 
God desires that India’s sorrowful night should end. Surely the 
Almighty is grieved at the sight of the sufferings of the Indians, who are as 
much His children as other peoples. Does He not wish that India should: 
have a separate existence, should hoist her own victorious flag before the 
world, and should claim as her own what properly belongs to her? Surely, it. 
is at His nod that the Indians are to-day determined to stand on. their own: 
legs. | ae SE 
23 If it were not at His. 8 would the — „ much 
rsecution ? Imprisonment, flogging transportation, all have been tried, 
but nothing has daunted them or crushed them. Do we not hear the — 
ing voice from Above in all this? This mighty pulsation felt all over the 
country, this electric flow of nationalism, this yeaming for swaray which sends: 
a thrill of joy 2 every fibre of our bodies and which has captivated the 
hearts of Bombay, Madras, the Punjab and Bengal alike, is not all this ſhe 
result of the pointing of the Divine finger? 1 „ n 
O English rulers, don’t you see that the Divine force is manifest in this 
agitation? O countrymen of Pym and Hampden, don't gou worship national re- 
awakening? Have you entirely forgotten al yo past history? If not, why 
do you strike such a tremendous blow in the shape of a policy of répression 
on Indian’s devoted head? If persecution could stamp out and crush this high 
aspiration, then, long before it could spread 10 far, it would have been. 
uprooted and annihilated. Now, the more vigorously you strike, the higher 
will the wild wave of patriotism rise. We really feel much concerned at, 
your fool-hardiness. | 5 ee Oe 5 
O luckless Indians, you are no longer — The Almi Father, 

has not forsaken you. Diligently spread the gopel of swadeshi. The yearn- 
ing for sweray is owing to the bidding of Frovidence.. In time ara 


must be ours, 6 
pens , 64. The Prabha of the Ind Karti 51 
The Mother's a.. November 1908) has the following :— 
| | THE MOTHER’s CALL. 3 
O thou devoted worker of a son! Why lag you be 
of life (literally, the competition of the — lently like a coward? Was it 
not your forefathers who, at one time, standing at the top of progress, 
received the worship due to the highest? | 5 e 
Was it not your ancestors who, with the prowess of heroes, took over the 
reins of Government from the hands of the barbarous non-Aryans, and thereby 
instilled (literally, established) life inte the image of Mother India as conqueror 
of the world, who, brushing aside (literally, smashing into pieces) thousands of 
obstacles, converted India into an ornament of society, into a golden India? 
65. The Prabha | Calcutta] of the 14th November publishes an article 
5 headed “ The Mothers Call,” in which it calls upon 
ee: Gee ae the patriots to be animated with heroic courage to: 
save the mother-country from its besetting evils. Have falee fears blinded the 
people? Why are they slumbering when all around are awake? If —4 
succeed in securing unity and awakening sympathy the object of the Mother's 
call will be fulfilled, and the country ac are saved from irreligion.and: 
unrest, \ ee : 
66. The Prabha [Calcutta] of the 14th Borember Des * 28 * 
The | played) by Satyendra. _ 
nnr Black N= me on the firmament 
of Satyendra’s fortune. Satyendra has justified bie existence by really 


« 4 


dedicating his hfe for safya (truth), The 2lst of November next has been: 


\ 


ou behind still in the race | 


BaNGaBaNDRv, 
Nov, Lud, 1908. 


PRA BHA, 
Nov, 14th, 1906, 


PRaBHa, 
Mov, 1éth, 1908. 


( 1984 ) 


fixed for his execution. Who would listen to the piteous cries of the 
afflicted ? | 
asm. : 
' 67. The Sandhya Calcutta] of the 18th November vyrites 

N The hanging of — Nath Bose will take place at sunrise on 
i Saturday next. The Viceroy has rejected the 
Satyendra's end. petition of Satyendra’s mother. The petition 
which the people of the country have submitted praying for mercy will perhaps 
also be rejected. After Satyendra’s execution even the cremation of his y 
will not be performed. The Englishman reports:— 
6 JO render a hysterical demonstration impossible, the authorities have 
decided not to allow the body of Satyendra, when executed, to be removed. 
It will be burnt within the jail compound ; a limited number of relatives, how- 

ever, will be permitted to be nt.“ i 1 
Lest the towns people should again kick up a row over Satyendra’s body, 
lest they should place his ashes on their heads and accord him a seat befitting 
the gods, the kar Bahadur has arranged that Satyendra’s body should be 
cremated inside the jail. The funeral pyre will be erected within the jail, 
and his last bathing and setting fire to the mouth will also be performed in 
the jail. Even his bones will not be permitted to be thrown into the Ganges. 
So, we see Government will not allow even the dead body to be honoured. 
The story of Kanai’s ascension to heaven had been wired to England. On 
receiving that news the Daily Telegraph indited a strong article, and we hear 
that that news has shaken the seat of even the Viceroy. We keep our own 
feelings concealed within our hearts. What more need we say? We 
have only one word to say: What is in the mind of Providence“ (must 


Pas happen). 


Nov. 144, 1900. 68. The Prabha [Calcutta] of the 14th November has the following: 
All is over. Kanai Lal is no longer in this 
e world. His untimely death has broken our hearts. 


If an energetic and educated young man like him had lived long and taken 
part in the real work of the country, then perhaps our luckless motherland 
would have got rid of some of its sufferings. e tale of Kanai’s death has 
overpowered us, No lover of his country can sympathise with the deed which 
Kanai has done, and we also cannot praise it. Go, Kanai Lal, you have 
completed your task in this mortal world. Now go and suffer the consequences 
of your action, May we be saved from the error into which you fell. 
ae a 69. While admitting that the demonstration made at Kanai Lal 
Dutt’s funeral was unnecessary, the Hitavadi 
Dy er 2 at Kanai Lal [Caloutta] of the 20th November says that the 
pe relatives of the deceased could not help it if people 
willingly showed their respect for him, a 
— 70. The 8 Tages x, — the 20th yl Hy sg * the 
* ; ; indu public and press to or the eulogies 
ran Se a SR, they have paid to "Kenel Lal Dutt, the a 
of Nanda Lal Gossain, and says that the Hindu press is encouraging mean- 
minded, impious, undisciplined and rough young men to commit murders. 
Damm Casxonyx,, Perhaps no religion will sanction the deification of a murderer. 
Nov, 20th, 1908, 71, The Datntk Chandrika [ Calcutta] of the 20th November writes. 
The mai perversity of those who wanted to convert Kanai 4 
Kanai Lal’ ggg execution into a festive occasion, can never be 
* oe approved of by the society. People who went to 
the Kalighat cremation-ground and engaged in worshipping the corpse and 
thereby made an exhibition of hero-worship, did an act which is contrary to 
human nature in its pristine purity. If the exuberance of young men has 
mo been infused into the hearts of at least some young women, it must tben be 
a i, said that the example of Europe is responsible for such a thing. In Europe 
i 
} 


there are male anarchists as well as female anarchists. The Russian female 
> ee have fally equalled the male nihilists, Where there is the demon 


irimba, there will also the demoness Hirimba be found; and where the 
— Khara and Dushana are present, there the she-monster Surpanakha 
da, th 3 In England the wild nature of both the socialist labourites 
In E e su inte, who are as immodest as the males, are equally prominent. 
urope those who condemn the suffragist movement, may view the female 


( 1985 ) 


nthusiast of Bengal: with alarm. But those who possess expert know 
will ignore the female extremists ‘of Bengal. The worship of Kanai’s 0 
by the women is repulsive to really respectable Hindus, and is of no moment 
however. Those who went to the exeeution, or those women who took the 
dust of Kanai’s feet on their heads, are never regarded as women belonging to 
the Hindu household. Such excesses are forbidden to females of respectable 
households and are unnatural. The Daily Telegraph has been misled by the 
example of the suffragists of its own country. He fancied that in Bengal also 
had appeared women of the type of the Russian female nihilists and of English 
suffragists. What is ha pening in the West cannot, and will not, happen in the 
East. Women really belonging: to ret families would never repair to 
the cremation-ground to worship Kanai who was executed by the hangman. 
Those whom the Daily Telegraph styled‘ as purdsh-nashin women, are not looked 
upon as Hindu women engaged in performing Hindu rites and observing 
orthodox Hindu customs by real Hindus. If such women be classed with 
purdah-nashin ladies, then the term purdeh would have a quite different 
interpretation from what it really has. The moment women of respectable 
Hindu households act independently, they fall into disgrace, Such women, 
even when they are not women of ill-fame, are regarded as such, The Daily 
Telegraph may rest assured that no respectable Hindu or Musalman women 
will ever turn extremists. Not to speak of women, even men when they turn 
extremists must be atheists. He who is nota believer in fate and does not 
perform the religious rites of his forefathers and observes Hindu es, is an 
atheist. Such atheism will not grow on Indian soil, and the number of such 
extremists will never increase in Hindu society. For he who believes in 
Karma, predestination and a future life can never be an extremist and knows 

that an evil course can never lead to virtue. | 
72. The Navaſivani Ne = the = Red has an — 
oe . indicating the attitude of Indian Christians towards 
er ger beende Lee Lene. — This attitude is stated to be one of 
support of swadeshi in the purely industrial sense, but of dissociation with any 
movement towards assassination, to disregard ofticial behests and to bring 
unrest in the land; Christians will not, and in fact cannot, forget the command 

Render unto Cesar the things that are Ceesar’s.” : 
73. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the gs at says that — hs 
wrote the other in connection with the 
ee e be Viceroy's anxieties 1 all in jest, but that the 
Englishman in publishing a translation of the entire article, writes: These 
absurd stories found re believers and the. paper was selling like hot cakes.” 
The £nglishman writes all sorts of things, why, then should it resent if others 
retort? Why does the hunch-backed old woman get annoyed? The truth is, if 
the Government follows the Englishman’s advice, then what the writer said in 
jest, would in the end turn out to be grim realities. Even patience has its limit. 
74. The Httvarta [Calcutta] of the 19th. November has the following in 
8 way of a reply to the criticism of a contemporary 
raj. A 2 242 
of one of its own previous writings:— 


The Arya Mitra has cast anchor because it did not find anything illegal in 


the doings of the officials. 
We assert as ever that there can be no progress until there is liberty— 
paysioal, intellectual and moral. So long as we are under subjection of any 
nd, we cannot be infused with higher aspirations. It is for this reason that 
great men are born when their country is free or is about to be so, Ram Das 
and Tuka Ram in the South (Sivaji’s time), Guru Nanak and Guru Gobinda 
Singh in the Punjab (during the time of Akbar and Aurangzeb respectively ) are 
examples of persons who flourished during the second of these emmy Ranade, 
Tilak, Dayanand Saraswati, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ram Krishna Paramhansa, 
Bankim Babu, etc., are the examples of persons in the present days, who have 
tried to lay down the foundation of independent thinking in the country. The 
result of their doings is still buried in the womb of the future. Although we 
cannot agree with all their principles, we must take them to be the morning 
stars of the awakening country. The fruit of their labour will be reaped only 


Navasivagt, 
Nov. 14th, 1906. 


Sanpura 
Nov, 18th, 1908, 


HITVA ITA. 
Nov, 19tb, 1908. 


\ 
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( 1926 ) 


when the country will secure the colonial form of Government. To spread 
their ideas is one of the steps to liberty in the country. In a country under 
subjection, the minds of its people do not tend towards their duty except with 
great difficulty and even then they cannot remain steady for any length of 
time, for the various faculties which incline its possessor to good deeds, find 
no scope for expansion. Man being fickle by nature, easily yields to any 
temptation that may come across its way. The Hindu-Musalman incident 
referred to by our contemporary is also due to their being under subjection. 
A little hint from the authorities was sufficient to demoralize many. By the 
expression ‘‘ religion flourishes in a free country we do not mean ‘‘ sword is 
necesary for its development“ One of the reasons why the Hindus could preservo 
their religion was that the Muhammadans tried to spread their religion by the 
sword, If the policy of Akbar had been followed by all the Moghul Emperors, 
no one can say how terrible the consequences might have been. To ‘speak of 
an alliance between the eater and what is eaten or to speak of the federation of 
Nations, becomes persons of the type of Mrs. Annie Besant ; but we cannot 
help wondering to find the Arya Mitra talking in the same way. Our con- 
temporary says that we are anxious for liberty but we do not state the means 
by which to attain it. We would say that one of the ways to attain swaraj 
is to give National education, so that the people may be true swadeshists and 
patriots, and also have an idea of their mghts and privileges and learn self- 
sacrifice for the sake of the mother-country. 

75, The Mihkir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 20th November has the 


following :— 
A swadeshi speech. 8 


A PorTION OF SACHINDRA BABU'“s SPERCRH. 


(Communicated. ) 


The country is going to rack and ruin through famine, starvation and 
water-scarcity. When the thirsty lark looks up to the cloud and cries for water 
even the cloud gives a shower to allay its thirst, but our plaintive cries in 
hunger and thirst find no place in the hard heart of the English. Our message 
of death has borne fruit. Like the blood-sucking vampire, the English were 
sucking our blood, our swadeshs is clearly saying that the English will meet 
their death in this, Look there, the English have realised that their 
machinery and manufactories have been set fire to. They have also set 
prosecutions on foot and seen what we -have become. In spite of so much 
oppression on your part, we are coming out victorious, First swadeshi, then 
boycott and lastly we are asking for swaraj, and Heaven alone knows what 
more we shall ask for a few days hence. Know that the power of nature is 
stronger than the power of the ruler. Whoever has once breathed the air of 
independence has not been turned back by any obstacle on earth. A powerful 
wave of independence has struck the country. We are determined to speak of 
independence. It is three years since the swadeshi originated, and who is so 
unfortunate here as not to use swadeshi? Musalmans, brethren, have the well- 
being of the country in mind and heart. If you suffer from famine, we, and 
not the English, will give you food. The cemetery and the cremation ground 
of both your and our forefathers are in one and the same motherland, Arabia, 
Persia, Turkey, from whatever place you may have come, now you and I 
have become one. Forget that in the field of Plassey you stabbed me and I 


stabbed ae and serve the country by using swadeshi, etc. Those who have 
devoted their lives to the service of the country and of the Mother are blessed 


in both the worlds. It is because [am engaged in the service of the 


country that even an insignificant man like myself has to-day obtained a seat 
here. Young men, is there any more time to lose? Be up and doing in 
accomplishing your work. | 


Faztur Ranaman CROUDERRI, 
| | Munshiganj-Ramgopalpur, Dacca, ~ 


( 1937 ) 
76. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 20th November refers to the story latel 


published in the Anglishman about an attempt by 


The Englishman caught trip- the terrorists to murder Sarat Chandra Das, one of 
ping. the witnesses in the Alipur Bomb case, and to the 
contradiction of the story which later on appeared in the same and other 
papers and then remarks :— 

It has become the regular practice of our contemporary to exaggerate 
incidents to the disadvantage of the popular cause and thereby seek to 
prejudice the minds of the Government officials against us. Can it be that if 
the Englishman did not stoop to these practices, its popularity amongst the 
official classes would wane? 85 

77. Writing on the same subject, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st 


November asks, Should not Governn ert teach the 
An alleged false report brought Enylishman a salutary lesson? | 
to the notice of Government. 3 
78. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 2ist November writes: — 
The mask is at last off. Through the ill - luck 


Sir Andrew Fraser. of the People of the country, a Bengali youth 


attempted to murder the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Andrew Fraser, on the eve 
of his departure, The result of this incident bas proved bad in all respects. 
That Sir Andrew Fraser has not been able to show any administrative ability, 
rather that he exhibited bis incompetence at every step,—even this truth one 
hesitates to give expression to after such a terrible incident, but there is no 
help for it. The truth must be told. It is a matter of the highest good 
fortune to us that the Lieutenant-Governor was saved through God’s mercy, 
but we cannot refrain on that account from speaking of his incompetence in 
matters of administration. Under this Lieutenant Governor's régimé Bengalis 
have been crushed at every — f accordingly, though expressing our joy at 
the saving of his life, we are bound to say that we cannot hid a ruler like 
him farewell with any feeling of respect. When we cannot bid him farewell 
in that spirit, we cannot regard those as friends of the country who are 
bestirring themselves to perpetuate his memory. It is not impossible to 
imagine that efforts to perpetuate by spending one’s own money, the memory 

of the Lieutenant-Governor, in whose régimé we have been harassed at eve 
step, weuld be opposed to the wishes of the entire Bengali race. Recently a 
party of (Sir Andrew’s) flatterers led by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraj Bahadur 
of Burdwan assembling at the British Indian Association rooms have 
concerted measures for the pei petuation of His Honour’s memory. Those 
who are (sie) in this body and those who have subscribed towards (the object 
of) this body, so far as this has been ascertained, have not much to do with 
the 1 of the country. Most of them possess untold inherited wealth, 
which is always spent in ways proper and improper. But we have smiled at 
noticing two names amongst the organisers of the meeting. One is Mr. 
Bhupendra Nath Bose and the other is Mr. A. Chaudhuri. The case of Mr. 
Bhupendra Nath Bose may be left out of consideration, for he has always tried 
to keep in touch with both the opposing parties, and the people of the country 
have thoroughly found him out. Save only at Colootola, his (real) aspect 
has been found out everywhere. But Chaudhuri Saheb so far had been hurling 
1 en . * * unseen like eite, We we 
»The son of the demon chie own his nature for long, nevertheless we kept 
e quiet so long by finding him at Surendra Babu's 
right. But now the mask is off. In Surendra 


Babu’s Bergalee it has been clearly stated that the people of the country have 


no sympathy with the project to perpetuate Sir Andrew’s memory. This 
has been stated also in other papere, and the people of the country have also 
clearly spoken out their views; but after all this Mr. Chaudhuri, the dis- 
tinguished Moderate, has subs-ribed to the Lieutenant-Goyernor’s memorial, 
and has become a member of the Committee for the purpose; so we have now 
to say that the mask is off. We also cry out ‘Rama’ with a sense of 
relief. The more such refuse is cleared the better. But it remains to be 
seen what Surendra Babu will now do, If any consistency is to be maintained 
with what the Bengalee has written as to the] Lieutenant-Governor's memorial, 
he cannot be on good terms with his putira (son? Will. he be able to do that ? 


\ 
\ 
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79. The Chivsurah Vartavaha (Chinsurah } of the 22nd November quotes 
a letter published in the Englishman insinuatiy 
among other things that Chinsurah has — 
the hotbed of anarchism,“ and that a revolutionary party called Golden 
Bengal“ really exists there, and observes as follows :— 
The writer of the letter is perhaps a Government pensioner, who aspires 
to a Rai Bahadurship, or has some other selfish object in view and is 
ossibly building castles in the air. Why does he conceal his name and 
identity ? Let him oint out where in Chinsurah anarchism has grown 
rampant. Why does he play the coward and hide himself in a corner of his 
house? As far as our information goes the insinuation is totally false. Under 
the wise administration of the Divisional Commissioner, District Magistrate 
and Superintendent of Police, peace reigns in Chinsurah. Can he not be 
proceeded against for making these false insinuations? The correspondent of 
the Englishman is truly a great man, a worthy man, whose self-seeking is above 
all praise. 
80. To the Hint Bang avasi [Calgptta | of the 23rd November, the 
impression of the we that Government is 
Govern- not giving effect to the promise of Her late 
Majesty Queen Victoria in the matter of giving 
posts of authority and power, and protection of law to all without distinctions 
of race, is more injurious to the Government than the people. ‘The paper, 
therefore, calls for a serious reflection on the part of the authorities. 
Disappointment has been the doom of those who were looking forward 
to the reforms which were promised by Lord Morley and were to be 
announced on the 17th of November, for Mr. Buchanan said that corre- 
spondence was still going on with the Government of India and perhaps a 
special enactment would be necessary for bringing them into operation. 


Alleged anarehism at Chinsurah. 


More harmful to the 
ment than the people. 


81. Reviewing the recent insolveacy proceedings in the High Coutt, 
: the Bharat Mitra [Caleuta of the 21st November 
— bankruptey of draws attention of the Marwaries to the terms 


of the contract which they have to enter into 
with the English merchants and points out how prejudicial — are to their 
interest as, in not a few instances, was the failure of several respectable 
firms attributed to them. 

82. Referring to the Ln lishman’s suggestion to Government that the 
powers of the police should be increased to 
cope with the homicidal tendencies of the 
Bengalis, the Bangabandhu [Calcutta] of the 
16th November asks if the police do not already 
enjoy too large powers. The writer should carefully consider what the 
recommendations of the Police Commission were. Strange to say Sir Andrew 
Fraser who was the President of the Police Commission, has permitted excesses 
on the part of the police, This has encouraged them in their evil propensi- 
ties and vanity. The dastardly acts recently committed by certain 
misguided people have already made the position of all leading men in the 
country extremely dubious. Any increase of the powers of the police will 
simply place them beyond all control. Under the present circumstances, 
the best course will be to follow a conciliatory policy; a contrary course will 
serve only to make the present unrest far worse. 

83. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 17th November writes. 

A short while ago, Anglo-Indian papers like 

and Indian the Inglishman used to deride the claims of 
Surendra Babu and others to be the exponents of 
the public opinion of the country, to treat the agitation against the partition 
of er. as wholly spurious and manufactured and generally to ridicule the 
educated community in India as a ‘microscopic minority.“ Since the dis- 
covery of the bomb conspiracies, however, those very papers have been 
calling on the leaders of the country to come forward and assist in restoring 
order. Who, then, are the leaders these papers have in view? Are they the 
same men whose claims to that position were derided two years ago? Are 
we to understand then that the claim to leadership of Surendra Babu and 


\ \ 


The Englishman’s suggestion to 


give still larger power to the 
police. ‘ 


The Englishman 
leaders. 
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others is to be acknowledged and denied according as it suits the convenience 


of the English press and Government 7 We say Government as well as the 
English press, because though Government has not 155 to our knowledge, 
openly declared. its views in the same sense, individual District Magistrates 
have been known to do so, and we know further that the articles in the 
English newspapers very often voice the views af — Government officials. 
Indeed we learn that the Statesman editorial on Friday last on the unrest has 
the approval of high Government officials. i 
And herein lies the difficulty. With the English ne rs we can 
uarrel easily, [but if we abuse them, Government is start Naturally 
therefore we are constrained to ask of the English papers which of their state- 
ments about our leaders is correct, the older or the recent one ? If the recent 
one, do they propose to honour our leaders in future by listening to what they 
say f II, : owever, the recent statement is untrue, what do they mean by 
making it | : 

We know that you Gaurangas (white-limbed ones) areall in all to us in 
India. We try our best to conduct ourselves in obedience to such laws as you 
make. If, however, you change your laws according to your whims, we 
request you to jtell us explicitly from time to time which part of our conduct 
is not to your liking, so that we may conform in that respect to your wishes. 
We have been for example clearly and frankly giving expression to our views 
in this Sand&ya consistently with the law. If yon do not like this, say so and 
we shall stop the paper. We may indeed ya continue writing without 
committing any illegality, but we shall not be able to write things to your 
dictation. Before we come to that pass may we cease to be. Voluntary 
extinction is preferable to the prolongation of a painful existence in a state 
which permits us to express our opinions freely, and yet confronts us with the 
certainty of a death without any previous warning, if our views happen to be 
unpleasant. = 

84. The Nayak eee of the 2lst November quotes the following 

| from a recent issue of the Englishman :— 

‘The prevailing opinion of everyone at 
the present moment is that something must be done. The suggestion that 
meets with most favour apparently, is to pass a special Crimes Act, and it is 
sought to draw ‘analogies from the rapid ge of certain urgent measures 
through the houses of Parliament, to urge the Government of India to take 
pow action, At the same time with all the goodwill in the world, the 
egislative machinery of India cannot be worked fast enough to meet the 
present desperate position. As it is useless to call in any maker of magic to 
drone charms over cankered sores for which the knife is the only remedy, 
we are convinced that irremediable damage may be done by delay at this 
moment. Government has ready to its hand an instrument that is prefectly 
capable of performing the major surgical operation now necessary. The 
diseased members must be relentlessly excised. There is no time for anodynes 
and anzsthetics, but in waiting for them the whole body may become corrupt. 
We do not like the word ‘‘deportation.” It has an ugly sound and it is 
opposed to one’s instincts of fair play. ut we svow our firm conviction that 
wholesale 8 at the present moment is the best way of dealing with 
the case, The effect of this drastic remedy, when it has been applied, has 


The Englishman on the situation. 


been very noticeabie. If it had then been tried also in Bengal, it would be 


at present unnecessary to advocate its employment. The present tedious 
methods give us too much law and far too little justice. Sir Andrew Fraser 
with mistaken clemency stopped Khudiran’s prosecution for circulating 
seditious literature two years ago. That youth has since paid the extreme 
penalty, Others have also done 60 or are about to do so. But to punish only 
misguided wretches, like Khudiram and Kanai Lal Dutt, is as useless as it would 


be to vent one’s anger on the revolver that directed a fatal bullet or on the 


empty case that held a bomb. As long as the fountains of the evil inspiration 
that brought these wretched youths to the gallows are free to continue to belch 
out their venom, so long will they have a good chance of polluting the minds 
of other irresponsible individuals and bringing them to their doom. 

We need not specify particularly the most prominent candidates for 
deportation. We hope soon to chronicle their departure The beach of the 
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health resort of Port Blair affords sojourners there the pleasing distraci; 

of gathering variegated shells, Meanwhile, let the law-m re 22 5 ( — 
devise a simple plan that will succeed in substituting prompt justice for 3 
dialectical display of mental acuteness; let them sweep away for ever such 
technical absurdities as are now being daily paraded before us and are a direct 
incentive to the et one by force or by guile of the testimony of inconve. 
nient witnesses. And when the legal machine is ready, we have no objection 
to bringing back some of the nation’s guests from the seaside to figure for a 
while in the dock before entering upon a more lengthy sojourn in less pleasant 
confines. We recognise that to do this—to deport the mischief-makers at 
once—requires a strong man; one who can withstand clamour and misrepresen- 


tation at home and abroad. India’s previous history affords us instances of 


such in plenty. The hour is now come: but is the man we need at hand? 

Commenting on tbe above the ~~ writes :—Probably the Englishman 
believes that all police statements are to accepted as gospel truths, Tho 
Englishman is privileged to write whatever it chooses; it can make fun when 
Musalman gundas abduct Hindu widows ; it can set Hindusand Musalmans by 
the ears, and no blame attaches to it on that account, If in retaliation any 
of us say anything, the law will come down on our heads with its thousand 
terrors. , 

After all what do the suggestions of the Englishman amount to? If 
changes in the law are contemplated those — must be notified and if 
people transgress them they are to be punished. Is this all that the Englishman 
means, or does it wish our rulers to be arbitrary in the strictest sense of the 
word, unhampered by laws? If this latter is what the Englishman means, then 
as a retort from us, let it know that those Indians who feel the burden of 
their subject condition ever so little are fully aware that there can never be 
anything but a conflict between the interests of Indians and those of 
Europeans. And this is a truth which though not proclaimed in the press, will 
surely be disseminated from mouth to mouth. 

Swadeshi would not have spread so far if repression has not been exercised, 
The execution of a Khudiram, the firm facing of death by a Kanai have helped 
swadeshi more than all the speeches of Surendra Babu. If the measure of 
repression is augmented, the effects will be speedily perceived. The Govern- 
ment must surely have felt this, or it would not proceed so cautiously. It 
would be for the welfare of all parties concerned if Government takes measures 

to prevent the EHu an from driving us to fury, Anglicised las we 
Bengalis are, we are being made to hate the English in many cases through 
the Englishman’s writings. Great harm would result unless the paper is curbed 
by Government promptly. 

85. In referring to Reuter’s recent summary of the Daily Telegraph's pro- 

: nouncement on the present political situation in 
Acre Pal Telegraph on the India, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of 17th November 
writes :— 

We have got nothing to say to any policy which the English may adopt, 
for the land and its people are theirs, But one thing we wish to point out to 
those who would prevent offenders in the eye of the law from being made 
the hero of demonstrations, and that is that whereas under Hindu and 
Musalman rulers, persons punished by the Courts of the land had to do 
penance before they were re-admitted into society and their hearths and homes, 
under English rule no such necessity exists. Even the greatest thief, after 
serving out his term in the jail, can come and dine with his caste-fellows without 
making them lose caste. This difference between the present practice and the 
past arose from the execution of Maharaja Nandakumar and the humiliation of 
Muhammad Raza Khan—incidents which made it apparent to society that the 
state was no longer prepared to work in co-operation with it. Indeed at 
pent political offenders are not looked onjas offenders at all by society. 

ociety in ee, has not held any guilt to attach to Tikendrajit and Hari 
Chapekar, Lajpat Rai and Kanai Lal Dutt. 

One word in conclusion. English people and English newspapers may 
abuse us as much as they like, but let them not ever use language disrespect- 
ful towards our ladies. We Hindus and Musalmans can patiently bear any- 
thing, save disrespect torwards our womankind. 
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86. In referring to the Datly Telegraph's recent pronouncement on the bim ce 


Indian situation as telegraphed by Reuter, the 
The Daily Telegraph on the Haini t Chandrika [Caloutta] of the 18th — 
situation. writes :—= 
What awful mischief are a number of foolish insane boys bringing on 
their countrymen in general! This great sin of assassination will bring 
consequences in time which startles one to think of. The demonstration of 
acute sympathy at Kanai Lal’s funeral has given Europeans an idea that all 
eople in the land are at heart euemies of the English. Alas, through whose 
fault do our modest and gentle Bengali ladies incur this terrible reproach of 
being the most obstinate and most dangerous antagonists of the English? Let 
the people of the country beware in time—a terrible cloud darkens the future 
prospects of the land, 


Mov. 18th 1963. 


87. The Dai Telegraph, writes the Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the e 


2lst November, has come forward with a piece of 

tuitous advice to the Government, and recom- 
mends the adoption of a repressive policy, the 
abolition of native colleges, the establishment of a military police in Calcutta, 
and so forth. We do not know in what light His Excellency the V iceroy will 
take this advice, but we think that the sooner the writer is sent to a lunatic 
asylum, the better it will be for all concerned. 


88. The Pallivarta [Bongong| of the 17th November says that u few 


_ misguided youths, devoid of all sober sense, have- 

Deeds of violence and their brought serious mishaps on the country. Con- 

” e ae sidering how frequently violent murders are being 
committed, there is no knowing what danger may befall the coun 

: | any moment. There is no doubt that a troublous 

time has come on the country. A set of musals* 

have appeared in the country and they bid fair 


to complete its ruin. They will ruin themselves 


The Daily Telegraph on the 
Indian situation. 


A musal or a piece of stone ex- 
terminated the Jadu race as men- 
tioned in the Mahabharata. 


and the country. \ 
Such a state of things was witnessed in Ireland only 25 years ago. But 
what was the result? The miscreants disappeared quickly before the strong 
arm of the Government, and peace was soon restored. And the Irish Fenians 
were far more terrible than the Indian revolutionaries. When the Irish 
Fenians were crushed, what can our Indian miscreantsdo? These people 
deserve no sympathy, for they are veritable musals who are working for the 
country’s ruin. 
89. The Sandlya [Calcutta] of the 17th 
Rumoured repressive measures November hears that the adoption of the following 


in contemplation for Calcutt 7 : f 
WF measures of repression is contemplated in 
Calcutta :—. 


(1) A high Military officer to be Governor of Calcutta with control of 
its police, etc. 

(2) The quartering of 400 soldiers, part European and part Indian, on 
the city, to patrol its streets and maintain its peace, 

(3) Rioters and others, whose conduct excite suspicion, are to be tried 


summarily before a Military tribunal. 
(4) The whole city is to be — as a cantonment, with military laws 
and modes of trial. 


(5) No meetings for political agitation are to be permitted in the cit 
without consent of its Military Governor. All speakers at suc 
—— must furnish two persons to stand security for each of 
them. 

(6) Marriage processions must be licensed and gatherings at private 
houses on the occasion of marriages, etc., must be similarly 
licensed, and police guards are to be stationed at 1 houses 
on such occasions at the cost of the party concerned. 

(7) All Indian newspaper editors must give written bonds of loyalty, 

\ and all newspaper effects to be forfeited without a trial as soon 
as any seditious matter is published. 
8 
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8) Native schools and colleges are to be watched by police and stude 
* may be compelled to leave school and go back and reside in theis 
respective villages. In the latter case, students must report their 
movements from day to day at the nearest thana. In fact 
schoolboys are to be treated like “ Criminal Tribes. A central 
Detective Office for Calcutta and Bengal is to be established: in 
the city with ramifications in different quarters of it. 


These are said to be the measures in contemplation, and it is also said 
that their adoption will be postponed till Sir Edward Baker takes up the reing 
of office. Lastly, a number of Bengalis are to be deported, and a list of their 
names has been submitted to Viscount Morley for approval. 

90. The Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 18th November has the follow- 

„ iIMgi— 
ee ee The administrative machinery of the English in 
India and the configuration of stars in the sky,—these two resemble each other 
to some extent. The earth (when left to itself) is all right, but the planets and 
other bodies around her create all the disturbances. A comet makes its appear. 
ance from time to time and sets everything topsy-turvy. Lord Morley in England, 
the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor, etc., are all good men; when in their 
proper mood, they are all right. But arouud them a host of planets and 
satellites are present at all hours. The Secretary of State, the Viceroy and 
the Lieutenant- Governor, each has a council. Within these councils lie 
concealed all the comets amd satellites. Sometimes, also, an evil counsellor 
appears like a comet. It is these persons who create all sorta of troubles, 
who bring about all kinds of confusion. Many satellites and comets have 
been casting their evil influence (lit. looks) on the administration of Bengal 
for the last three years, It is for this reason that trouble is increasing in 
Bengal instead of, decreasing. We shall give an explicit account of the 
results that have followed as a consequence of this:—({1) However rigorous 
the laws that you may make, they can never ba operative unless the people 
co-operate in their enforcement. The law requires that the murderer should 
be hanged; but the murderer tries to hide himself. If the community do 
not search him out and give him up, the courts and the laws cannot, by any 
means, punish the criminal. If the community do not help the police, they 
are impotent and worthless. Law- makers in all countries must admit tlie 
truth of these conclusions. The community in Bengal has been absolutely 
indifferent in this respect during the last three years, and they are rendering 
absolutely no help to the police (lit. they are not helping the police even to 
the extent of a sesamum seed). In proof of this statement, we may say that 
though you two Lats of the two Bengals announced a reward of Rs, 5,000, 
each making a total of Rg. 10,000, for the arrest of the person who shot 
Mr. Allen, you have not yet succeeded in arresting him. Mr. Campsie was 
almost killed by a bomb near the Kankinara station, and you again announced 
a reward of Rs, 5,000; but you have even to this day failed to find a clue 
to the Kankinara affair. In a country where 80 per cent. of the population 
go without two full meals a day, people have easily resisted the temptation of 
Rs. 15,000 and remained unmoved. But formerly it was not very long 
before a murderer was found out. In this vast country of India he (murderer) 
could find no hiding-place. Why is this so? (2) All round bomb cases are 
going on and arrests in connection with swadeshi dacoities are being made; 
but has any respectable or a single wealthy man come forward anywhere to 
give evidence on the side of Government? It is not at all a different thing 
to get witnesses like. Noren Gossain or Rakhal. But have you succeeded 
in inducing any one among those who are offering you kabuliyats of 
loyalty, who are showering money with undejected countenances on the 
building of a marble statue of the Lieutenant-Governor, and who are earning 
your affection by abusing their countrymen in newspapers, to be a witness or 
to play the réle of an informer? We cannot persuade ourselves to believe 
that all of them, without exception, are ignorant simpletons and keep no 
information whatever about their country. But still they are unwilling to do 
anything save and except pleasing you with the language of a sycophant. Can 
you tell why they are so indifferent ? Those who are on your side and are 
singing your praise are not inconsiderable in number ; they are almost all of 


\ 
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them, the leaders of society in point of wealth, respectability, knowled ge and 


wer. If they help you heart and soul, you can gain your desired end in 
the tuinkling’of an eye. We ask, why does not ech thing take place? You 
may answer this question or you may not; but we shall answer it. If wo 
are to tell t!.e plain truth we must say that very few people trust you. It is 
they who loudly proclaim that they are your devoted slaves, who distrust you 
the most. They have to save their property, their lands and wealth while they 
live under you ; they know also what sort of my? your laws and regulations 
are; it is for this that they sing your praises all day long. These people fear 
society more than they fear you. Therefore, in swadeshi matters they are 
unable openly to renounce society and „* before you to give evidence 
against their own countrymen Even though thomands of your favours fall 
in streams on one man’s head, he will find himself in utter darkness all round 
if society is displeased with him. The fact is that the a are flattering 
you by word of mouth and will also do so hereafter. But if you pursue your 
career of ab ardustism for a little while louger, a time at length will arrive 
when you Englishmen, Emperors of India though you are, will not find a 
single sycophant in this country. If sabar/ugtiem is carried to excess, then 
the people, if they can do nothing else, will at least refrain from treading on 
your shadow even, and will not so much as divide a straw in twain to help 
you. What shall you do then? You Englishmen are not the permanent 
rulers of this country; you will never take this country for your own and 
your King will never come to this country. You will have to govern the 
country with the help of paid naibs and gomastas, whose term of office lasts 
for five years only. You cannot continue your sulum and zabardustiem for long 
in this country ; if you do (literally in that case) it is you who will be a greater 
loser than we; for to endure zulum an gabardustim is and old game with us. 
It has no novelty for us. Such being the situation, why do you embarrass 
yourselves and endanger us by playing the psy ofa gabardust man? We have 
plainly said what we feel in our hearts, En 8 ; if you like this plain- 
speaking ‘and act accordingly ) none but yourselves will profit by it. 

91. There are various rumours afloat, writes the Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 

4 3 = N pny. as he 1* A which the 

endl oe u nt § rulers of India are orginglfor the suppression 
Se of unrest. The fall of that bolt will put an end to 
all agitation ; newspapers will be gagged, speakers will be silenced, students 
will be repressed, and so forth. There is, no doubt that the Government 
have set themselves to solve the present problem by any means whatever. 
The Viceroy went to Bikanir to enjoy himself with amusements and hunting ; 
and it is not likely that Sir Harvey Adamson, Mr. Erle Richards and Sir 
Harold Stuart were summoned thither without there being something of great 
importance. Many a secret consultation has taken place there. The Vicero 
was to have gone to Agra from Lucknow, but he is coming to Calcutta instead, 
and will hold a Council to decide what is to be done to meet the present situa- 
tion. 


We do not know what the Government will do. But if they mean to 
establish friendly relations between the rulers and the ruled, let them not adopt 
a repressive policy, for that would only increase discontent. It is from 
discontent that the present unrest has sprung. Let the Government calmly 
ascertain the causes of the discontent and fearlessly root them out, and we 
are sure that all unrest will disappear in a couple of days’ time. 


92. The Sandhya [Calcutta } of the 20th November writes 


: The English-Government. gave us liberty of 
wader ene ee ee speech and wrttin in order first, to get to know our 
real thoughts and feelings, and secondly in order to 

conquer our hearts, which is the one effective form of conquest. That we 
have abused this right to some extent is true, but that is because we bad no 
English King amongst us to keep the English name reverent in our eyes. Let 


the English Government remember that if the present repressive policy is 
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continued, they will geon have no . in the country. Indeed friends 

such gs the Rajputs were of the Moguls, the English have none even 

0 Referring to the p t political unrest in the try, the D 
Remedy for politsal unrest. f tanat ce of the 20th November has the 

Every political party nie Moderate or Nautral—can just realise 
that unrest at a time when the Government has certain reforms under its 
contemplation is simply suicidal. If the agitation will not cease, and the 
Indians will not show their capability to benefit by the reforms, it is likely 
that the door of the reforms will be shut at their face for a considerable 
time. 

The primary duty of Government is to maintain peace and order in the 
country; and if a few bad-characters are bent upon breaking it, there can be 
no hope of any reforms, for they would be quite useless at the time. Reforms 
are the outcome of peaceful measures; they cannot be attained by waging 
war, neither there can be any hope of prosperity coming on to the country 30 
long as unrest lasts. 

In the face of the princes, zemindars and jagirdars who represent the 
opinion of innumerable masses, and who stand aloof from the present political 
agitation, the political fanatics are a mere cypher. 


It is a disgrace to the country to make public demonstrations of sympathy 
on the occasion of the execution of a homicide who has been sentenced to 
death by our own Judges. The leaders of such demonstrations are the very 

ns who sow the seeds of discontent in the countr, ad kindle the flame 
of unrest and then stand aloof as mere spectators. It is however the duty 
of the Government to resort to such measures as would eradicate the germs 
of these dangerous agitations. | | 


It would not be without its good results if Government prohibit all sedi- 
tious meetings and speeches, and prosecute the editors of newspapers who 
spread discontent in the country by isparaging the Government. But at the 
same time it is also necessary for the Government to show favour to these of 
the editors who have remained loyal and have given sound counsels to the 
people during such troublous times. 


94. The following is a full translation of an article under the heading 

‘Site “Repression” which appears in the Hitavadi 
ee [Calcutta] of the 20th November :— 

Repression has now for some time past become the guiding principle 


of the officials. The Lieutenant-Governor, the Viceroy (and) even Logd 


Morley have said that the Government will put down unrest by any means 
Whatever. The Legislative Conncils and law-courts of the Government and 
all the officers of Government will act with this motive. We are haviog 
proofs of this resolution not only in words but also in deeds. The Explosives 
Act, the legislation for repressing newspapers, the Gagging Act, etc., are 
present in the statute book (literally in the Legislative Council) as instances of 
severity. The severity of law-courts may ds well not be mentioned. As 
for transportation, that has now-a-days become an ordinary punishment 
(Sentences of) transportation for five years seven years /or ten yearg are 
now passed very ‘frequently -(literally, for, every word). For offences 
for which capital punishment is provided, that same extreme penalty is 
being ‘awarded. Then (as for) the severity of officialk,—how much shall 
we speak about that again? Searches, hajat, ‘persecution annoyance 
caused by punitive police. etc., have indeed become everyday, occur- 
rences in f engal. But our rulers (literall y the lords) are not satisfied even 
with all this, A ery for more repressive rule has been raised from various 
quarters. ne ee 

The cry for repressive rule has been raised to its highest pitch since 
the recent attempt to kill the Lieutenant-Goyernor made by an inexpe- 
rienced youth, and the murder of Inspector Nanda Lall Banerjee hy secret 
assassins immediately after that. The Auglo-Indian newspapers are now 


owe 
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ing that considering the present condition of the country, ordinary judicial 
abe ure will not do any more—the remedy must be suited to the Malad : 
Peat is, the judicial procedure followed by the present-day law-courts will 
do not any more; trials, legal technicalities, arguments will have to be done 
away with, and summary procedure must have to be adopted. The Times 
of 1 says that whatever may be the virtues of the Government of 
India, its great fault is its weakness, and that the unrest has not yet abated 
simply because the Government is not carrying on the work of administration 
as frinly as it ought to. The Government of India has never applied in 
vain to the Seoretary of State for necessary powers; and if it asks for such 
owers now it will not certainly be disappointed. And the Times wants to 

ow why the Government does not give up ite weakness yet. In the mean- 
while numerous correspondents, who hide their identities under all the letters 
of the English alphabet, are trotting out the wisdom and experience which 
they have gathered from residence in this country for twenty-five years or 
thirty years or even more—have come forward to offer their counsel. All of 
them say the same thing, viz., that a repressive rule is wanted. 

We are as much surprised to cee the lords“ indulging iu frantic gestures 
and blusteriug as we are alarmed at the present condition of the country. 
The first thing is, if the adoption of a repressive mle be really what all-of you 
desire, let it be so. But why bluster so much and lay so much blame 
onus? The people of this country are still given an opportunity of a trial 
in a court of law; and if you think the deprivation of this (privi- 
lege) will put an end to all unrest and disturbances, then let that be done. 
What may we have to say to that? We are gradually getting used to repressive 
rule. But we will here try to understand how much force there is in the 
arguments which you put forward in support of your demand for repressive 
pe summary trials. 

We hear everyone of you say that we only profess lip-loyalty, but do not 
show it in our acts. We do not cause rebels to be arrested and we encourage 
assasains, and yet profess to be very loyal. In reply we say that the assassins 
do not take counsel with us, and that thus it is not possible for us to find them 
out. Those who resolve upon such wicked deeds do not proclaim their 
intentions by beat of drum, but keep their resolves to themselves and 


secretly achieve their objects. Numerous secret murders have been committed 


by gundas in Caleutta for years and years past; but we have not up to this 
time heard of repressive rule or of holding the entire population of the 
country to blame (on that account). Is now the whole of the population of 
this country to be held guilty simply because a pelice-officer has lost his life at 

the hand of a secret assassin? Asif the secret assassin did it after taking 
counsel with all! What nice logic! There are numerous classes of dangerous 
men in 2 western countries, such as Nihilists, Anarchists, Socialists, etc. 
Have the people of those countries been able to exterminate these classes of 
men by causing them to be arrested? Do you cast any blame upon the 
people of those countries in such matters? Have the Governments of those 
countries bound the people in the strong chains of repressive rule simply 
because they have failed to exterminate those men? Why then: should the 
entire population of India be persecuted if a similar class of men has come to 
exist in India in the evolution of time or from any other cause? Can anybody 
1 to us the, vanity of this argument ? | 

. There is another offence, of which, in your opinion, we are guilty, and 
that is that we do not condemn the. anarchists nor advise people to be 
restrained and to obey the law, although we find anarchism existing in the 
country. In reply to this we shall say that all Moderates like ourselves have 
been by means cf speeches and writings in the press advising the people to 
respect the law. Zamindars, Rajas and Maharajis—persons who are in your 
opiniin the natural leaders of the general public have repeatedly issued 
manifestoes advising the people to be restrained. Finding that all this has 
been quite futile, you say that this is only- lip-loyalty and not sincere. But 
you have in this connection either forgotten an essential truth, or have not 
mentioned it on purpose. 


( 1946 ) 


First of all it will have to be seen why the new political „Which is 


known as the Extremist party, has appeared in the country. Finding that the 
constitutional agitation carried on by the Congress for the last 25 years had 
been in vain, a section of the educated community which had become di 


with it and had lost all faith in it, took up anew path. They ed up the; 
chests and to explain tothe people that it would not pa to * 1 


mendicant policy, and pointed to the failure of twenty-five years of labour, 


energy, and expense of money. Tou have not,” they said “got even a 
fraction of what you have asked, but have only met with rebuffs and insults 
again and again. So give up the mendicant * It became impossible 
for Moderate leaders to point out the fallacy of such reasoning and to persuade 
men ing ordinary intelligence, specially the youths, to remain devoted to 
the old system, for they could not show a single benefit worth mentioning, and 


their pleadings were considered valueless for want of any precedent. Conse- 


quently, the Extremist party went on gaining strength. Unrest gradually 
increased in the country. The Hon’ble Dr. Rashbvhari Ghosh and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Gokhale clearly explained all these facta in the Supreme Council, but to no 
purpose. | 

In fact, the Government do not easily. care to pay any attention to 
administrative reforms, and even if they do, they move in the matter slowly 
like earth-worms, Consequently, men who have been cherishing hopes, lose all 
patience. Take all this talk about sympathy which Lord Morley has been 
indulging in ever since he took up the [ndian portfolio, and all the sweet but 
delusive words which Lord Minto has been saying to us since he landed in 
India, but has anything worth mentioning been so far done towards satisfying 
the aspirations of the educated community ? With what are the Moderates to 
come forward to assure the public? You taunt us with our lip-loyalty,“ 
because our writings and speeches have been fruitless ; but how are we to get rid 
of the fact that when we go andjexplain to the people yoursympathy with them, 
they only laugh at us und say that your sympathy is but lip-sympathy” ? 
Tell us plainly with what precedent we shall inspire confidence in their minds ? 
You will perhaps say that two Indians have been admitted into the India 
Council, a Bengali has been Fe Advucate-General of Bengal, 
another Bengali has become a Superintending Engineer, and ask if all 
these do not constitute precedents? But such precedents do not count for 
much now-a-days, for the people now look upon such * as petty 
privileges. The educated community now wants real rights in the adminis- 
tration. The education you have given them has opened their eyes; why 
should they now welcomea piece of glass, mistaking it for gold? If after 
raising aspirations in the minds of the people, and if after giving repeated 
assurances, you either do not care to satisfy those aspirations and keep your 
promises, or unduly delay your performances, and the people get disgusted 
— 5. a consequence, how then are we to appease them and to make them 
conten 7 


In short, the leaders are not wanting in for repressing the 

5 —— unrest, nor do they lack the endeavour, It is only 
is lege inthe original on account of your acts that they are gradually 
losing the respect of the public. Noone can now 

be taken in by empty words; everybody now wants proofs. Have you given 
any opportunity for such proofs to be shown? Our shoulders must be very 
broad indeed, or else why should every one from high officials down to petty 


Anglo-Indians be always eager to lay the burden of every blame on our 
shoulders ? 


We have said this several times already, and we repeat it again, that 
however guilty you may think us to be, we are not go in reality. It is owing 
to your acts that the unrest is increasing, and the Moderate leaders are losi1 
their prestige in the eyes of the 12 Lou charge those very men 
idleness who are being discredited by your acts. This sort of reasoning may 
seum valid to you, but others will not think it to be so. You are even now 
threatening the people with repression on the one hand, and advising the leaders 


\ 


( 1947 ) 


to restrain the people on the other. Is such a method proper and conductive to 
the establishment of peace? Give up all prejudice and for once think. coolly 
over what we say—give up the wrong path of repression and walk along the 
proper path of peace. See whether the leaders ean or carnot help you. 
Consider carefully what Lords. Macdonnell and Crewe said in the House of 
Lords the other day. Do not let unnecessary fear lead you to adopting a 
repressive policy as the best course. Enquire into the causes of unrest and 
boldly advance towards removing those causes. Give up all your erroneous 
notions about prestige, weakness and so forth, and direct your attention to 
good government and to the contentment of the people, and you will find that 
not a hundred-thousandth = of all the terror of the present unrest will 
remain. We have all along been saying that the unrest must be put down | 
before anything else. But the situation of the country is radually becoming 


more and more complex, simply because vou fail to realise the fact that the 


metliods you adopt for the repression of unrest are themselves bad and 4 | 


calculated to excite unrest. We say again, repressive rule is not the best means 
of establishing peace. 

95. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 20th November taking as its text a Dru. 
dictum by Babu Gourhari Sen that “ifthe Gov - 4 
ernment shows Curzonism, one cannot wonder 
when terrorism is reaped,” writes that there is yet time to prevent what is now 
a matter affecting individuals from developing into a national hatred for 
Englishmen, if the lesson of Sir Charles Bailey’s administration of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam is learned. Let men like Carey, Duff and Hare, Grey, 

Grant, Temple, Bailey and MacDonnell, Reynolds, Harrison, Cotton, and 
Skrine again come amongst us; let writings like those of the Englishman be 
suppressed and then all trouble will end 


96. Referring to the murder of Sub-Inspector Nanda Lal Banerji and ™mmo-svpmme, 
other misdeeds of the anarchists, the AHihir-o- or. Wen. 10% 
Sudhakar (Calcutta) of the 20th November says 
that the manner in which the persons accused in such cases are being tried, is 
only dccasioning unnecessary waste of time. The accused persons are also 
getting light punishment, The Indian Penal Code as it at present stands 
oes not provide for severe punishment for revolutionaries. The law must be 
made harder and more stringent to meet the present situation. 


97. The Sandhya [ Calcutta! of the 20th November opines from the tone pr.. 
f the Viceroy’s acknowledgment of the recent . w. uo. 
telegram from three Calcutta European Associations 
on the present political situation that fresh drastic legislation is contemplated. 
But the paper argues that this fresh demand for legislation shows weakness 
on the B yt of the executive which asks for it. Why are there now no police 
officers of the calibre of Jogen Mitter, Bakaulla Khan, etc. The present 
lice are incompetent enough, as their failure to trace Mr. Allen’s and 
nspector N. L. Barerjee’s assassins shows. and any fresh powers they may get 
will only be used to their own disadvantage. 


98. The Sandhya Martie? of the 21st November says that it accepts 1, net 108 
proposals which have been made by the 
ndian community for the suppression of 
: anarchy, and that its object in doing so is to have 
peace which is, in its opinion, better than real happiness in the present state 
of the country. There is no chance, continues the writer, of our enjoying 
-real happiness, so we should not deprive ourselves of a bit of peace at least. 
When the English first gave us law courts, we really dreamt of the unbounded 
happiness. which, we thought, was in store for us. We dreamt of halcyon 
days when justice would be dispensed with real impartiality and even-han ed- 
ness. But now we see that it was really a whore, a terrible deception, we were 
making love to, and that ite company is sure to bring ruin on our heads. 
The less we now have of this ruinous affair, the better will it be. That will 
at least give us some amount of peace. It may be urged that a withdrawal 
of the right of appeal in criminal cases will be fraught with real danger for 
society. But where is that society, for the solace of which we should 
be anxious? Every one lives for his own sake. In this state of things a 
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right of age can only raise false hopes in the mind and increase the irrita- 


tion and sufferings of the heart. In political cases the ruler invariably bears 

a grudge against the acc person, and impartial justice is seldom done in 
them. The accused persons have at the same time to suffer great mental 
agony. For instance, Arabindo Ghosh and others have been rotting in hajat 
since May last, And the suffering of this Aajat is, like the preliminary irrita. 
tion of a boil, really terrible. Persons charged with political offences are 
sure to be punished, and the sooner this punishment comes tie better. Con- 
sidering all this, we really agree with the proposals made by the Anglo- 
Indian community. If the English do what they want to do in a straight- 
forward way, we shall have at least peace. ; 

99. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 21st November writes that Sir Andrew 
Fraser is known to be a generous-hearted, high- 
minded, pious, but weak man. And as ha pens 
with all weak rulers, the real power is exercised by a number of satellites. 
These satellities, as well as the European community generally, are shocked 
at the thought of an attempt on Sir Andrew’s life, but they should recollect 
that to the man who tried to assassinate Sir Andrew, life was presumably as 
much dear as to Sir Andrew. That he deliberately risked a violent death 
is, therefore, because he preferred death to the life he was leading. And life 
was made miserable for him as it has been for all Bengalis by the thought 
that though equal to the English in everything save physique and brute force, 
the English Government was deliberately slighting the wishes of the 
Bengalis as a nation. 

Repression and coercion have been tried for some time now, but the 
effect has been to drive Bengali lads to using firearms. In India, repression — 
cannot be safely tried, because of the lack of knowledge about the country on 
the part of the Europeans. Repression will only alienate such friends amongst 
Indians as the Europeans now possess. The only alternative, therefore, is to 
revert to mild government, and this reversion can be effected by the adoption 
of the following changes: — | 


(1) Annulment of the partition of Bengal. 

(2) Amnesty to all political offenders, 

(3) Grant of an instalment of self-government which shall include 
popular control of the purse. Unmitigated repression is 
acknowledged tobe a failure in the case of the exercise of 
parental authority. Why, then, should it be expected to yield 
different results in the case of a nation ? 


100. The Howrah Hitaishi (Howrah) of the 2lst November says that 
though a paper like the Times, which has absolutely 
no sense of responsibility, may not know that peace 
cannot be restored to the country by means of repressive rule, His Excellency 
the Viceroy and the able statesmen who rule India, will be able to realise the 
situation fully and adopt a mild policy. | 

101. The Bauma ti [Calcutta] of the 21st November writes :— 

The problem is gradually getting most 
difficult. On the one hand we have a number of 
deluded, utterly senseless boys, rashly embracing death like insects plunging 
into burning flame; on the other are a group of Englishmen, blinded by anger, 
forgetful of their self-respect and oblivious of the requirements of statesman- 
ship, suggesting to Government the prompt adoption of a repressive policy. 
As the result of the thoughtlessness of both these parties, the problem of the 
government of this country is getting very difficult indeed. A number of 
short-sighted, foolish, irresponsible boys ard immature young men on the one 
hand are confronted on the other by an official class, educated and responsible, 
but wholly unacquainted with the circumstances of the country. We cannot 
therefore, help addressing a few words in the first place to the officia 
community. | | 

We notice that the Times and almost all Ango-Indian newspapers in this 
country counsel the adoption of a repressive policy with the aim of stamping 
out the present tendency to disorder. If we could believe that a repressive 
policy would solve the present problem, we should certainly support their 


Repression and after. 


* Repressive rule.“ 
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‘ows. Our belief is that this trouble ill not be got rid of by the pursuance. 
15 repressive policy. The Times is w olly — of the conditions in this 
country. To offer from a remote distance random suggestions to Government 
without any knowledge of the actual conditions prevailing, as the Times has 
done, only argues its own lack of al sense of responsibility. If, as the Times 


y inaugurated in the country, there is no 


ts, a repressive policy is actually 11 d 
2 t that re Saban of the inoffensive population of the country will be 
oppressed, and the consequance will be a considerable increase in the number 
of the discontented in the country. Laws exist Only to protect the inoffensive 


law-abiding section of the population. If therefore these laws result only in 
the oppression and harassment o this inoffensive population, we wust call it 
an instance of the abuse of power by officials. And it is a moral truth that no 
abuse of power can ever result in any good. No man with any sense of 
responsibility whatever can counsel Government to abuse its powers b 

trampling on this ethical truth. The Times is mad with fury and is saying all 
manner of things, because tbe Government of India is not abusing its powers 
and inaugurating a regimé of unmitigated repression in the land. But if the 
writer in the Times had any sense of responsibility for the administration of 
India, and any knowledge of Indian conditions, he could never have written 
as he has. The common-sense of the man who forthe fault of an individual 
can counsel the adoption of repressive measures against many, is naturally 


suspect, 


A little patieut reflection will make it quite apparent that it is a policy of 
repression which the officials have been pursuing for some years past in the 
government of this country. But as a result thereof, the discontent in the 
land, far from decreasing, is rapidly being aggravated. From this it is to be 
inferred that if the present unrest is to be allayed, a repressive policy will 


never be of avail. Some European worthies imagine that the measure of 


unrest is being aggravated, only because the repressive policy adopted has not 
been thorough-going enough. We have no desire to get into any intimate 
contact with those who think so. These men are wholly ignorant of the 
history of mankind and of the development of the buman character. In no 
country on earth has a terribly repressive policy ever yielded good results 
as is testified by the history—of every nation. Rather there are numerous 
examples of abuse of power having brought about the fall of many powerful 
Empires. We can therefore maintain that it is from a desire to do good that 


we speak, when we urge Government not to abuse its strength by crushing, as 
it were, a butterfly on the wheel. 


The Englishman is making this an opportunity to offer to Government its 
quota of gratuitous advice. That 1 is strongly desirous of constituting 
itself the counsellor to Goverument, And considering the immense good- 
sense our contemporary is displaying, he is likely to get into that position 
very soon. Our worthy counsellor suggests an extension of the summary 
E of the police, and a more prompt and less intricate procedure for 
ringing offenders to justice. The work of Government is not really so easy 
as the thick-headed Englishman imagines; if it were, our contemporary would 
not have to leave his native land and go about daily from house to house in this 
country for a poor anna. He would in that case have become a Disraeli or a 
Gladstone in his own land. Our contemporary’s teeth and heart may be full 
of deadly venom, enough to throw the entire Bengali race into agony, but it is 
apparent that his head is lacking completely in statesmanship. Unhappily 
the Lnglishman’s views catry with some ofiicials the weight of a reliable 
counsellor’s utterances, and herein lies the danger. If extra powers are given 
to the police who are, as it is, prone enough to mischief, 4 if a ‘Crimes 
Act” on Irish lines is introduced, a good time may indeed dawn for the 
bene and their detective satellites; but how will the writer in the Englishman 
a gainer thereby? Is he finding journalism not paying enough and 1s 
desirous to join the ranks of the police ? 


Sir Andrew Fraser is certainly not ignorant of the kind of persons the 
police in this country are. We quote the following from his report as President 


( 1950) 


of the Police Commission, to show how the police, even without any extra 
powers, abuse their office:—- . 1 8 re 

“Tf in his opinion enough of evidence is not thus obtained to secure a con. 
viction, he will not hesitate.to bolster up his case with false evidence ¢ 
When an investigation fails, the complainant is sometimes finally bullied or 
threatened into acknowledging that a mistake has been made, and that the 
case is false.“ ! 

Cannot the Englishman after this understand that there will not be any 
safety for the people, if the police are armed with fresh powers? What may 
be the reason of the fact that, realising everything, the Englishman still writes 
as it has written? The Enghehman urges that a Crimes Act” stamped out 
anarchy in Ireland. To this we can only say that either our contemporary is 
wholly ignorant of Irish history, or he is knowingly saying what is not 
true. Since 1880 a repressive policy has been pursued in that island; but has 
peace yet been established there ‘The population of Ireland is poor, and is 
dwindling through a steady stream of emigration—but hatred of England is a 
feeling which has not abated in their hearts, New repressive legislation was 
introduced into Ireland in 1887, and in 1888 when Viscount (then Mr.) Morley 
brought in a motion in Parliament in converion with this subject, he admitted 
that the repressive legislation adopted in the previous year 1887 was having 
the effect of driving out from the Irish mind all respect for the law and creatin 
disaffection against Englishmen. Mr. Gladstone himself made a forcible 
speech to the same effect. The question now arises, which party was right, 
Mr. Gladstone or the Englishman journal? We do not know if the exuberant 
joy of finding himself on the crimson benches of the House of Lords 
has driven out all recollection of this speech from Viscount Morley’s mind 

but only the other day Lord Denbam spoke thus sitting in the same House 
with Lord Morley :— } 

But supposing coercion was applied, it was'a question whether they 
would succeed for the moment in crushing disorder; but they would undoubt- 
edly increase ten-fold the distrust and hatred which so many Irishmen felt 
to-day for English institutions and forms of government. 

ord Denhan’s speech makes it manifest that distrust and hatred of 

English policy and English doings still fill the hearts of many Irishmen ; and 

et the self-satisfied Hare Street editor would have us believe that repression 
as brought peace to Ireland. 

All who desire the welfare of the country, desire that the anarchist- 
nihilist propaganda should not spread any further than it has already done. 
There is no doubt that the present peace of the country wil] be. destroyed if 
those foreign tendencies towards disorder spread. It is the duty of all classes 
of Indian population now to keep unrest from entering into this home of 
peace. Politics is not a game for boys to play at. No work can yield good 
fruits if tarnished by contact with assassination, with sin, selfishness, or desire 
for personal vengeance. Our guardians should try their best to keep their 
boys from being led astray, A purely secular educational system can never 
yield good results. | 


102. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 21st November writes :— 


‘¢WHICH WAY LIES GOOD,” 


now Mit ibo The Arms Act remains strongly operative in India. Further, Government 
* has recently enacted a new law for the prevention 
ew ee (the manufacture of) bombs, eto. In spite of so much 
restriction, the use of shot and bullet, of muskets ahd powder, has increased 
considerably now. Pistols, revolvers, etc., are now used, where formerly daggers, 
knives, etc., were used, in order to commit murders and serious assaults. Bands 
of dacoits formerly came to commit docoities armed with Jathis, spikes, and at 
most, a few blunt daggers or swords, whereas now they come armed with guns, 
revolvers, pistols, etc., for the same purpose. Kanai Lil Dutt murdered Gossain 
in jail, not with a dagger, but with a pistol. The man who tried to assassinate 
the Lieutenant-Governor was armed, not with a dagger, but with a pistol. Those 
who obe the law are without arms, whereas those who destroy the law possess 
arms. All kinds of sin gradually filter down from the highest to the lowest 


\ 
\ 
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strata ofcsociety. Our social eondition will: become more -frightfal’ than now 
when: these : crimes, committed with 1 down oh 1 
of society. Presen N a do not regar 8 (unla) se. 
e but wather as a sign of manliness. But these ways of 
blame worthy ing the estimation of the Indian, even 


of pistols, sto as a sin 
taking human life is he 
of the 19th century. a 8 

It behoves us: to reflect if any strigency of the n the 
country of this sin; It is true that by enacting laws the English have checked: 
— ills in this country: But we are unable to call him 


other name than shortsighted. who cau dare deny that laws. are pow 4 
attain their ends without the co-operation of the community and the people 


of the oountry-. Formerly the murderer of even an insignificant:man could not 
long remain in hiding in this extensive country—he got caught soon. That 
state of things in no longer t; a reward of Rs. 10,000 has not proved 
even in this famine : stricken land a temptation 6 enough to lead somebody 
to give information leading to the arrest of Mr. Allen's ‘ would-be ‘murderer, 
It cannot possibly be that none but the mon actually concert ed in the attempted 
murder know N gp about it. Then again ‘how the pistols wich Which 
Gossain was killed were smuggled into Alipore Jail still ‘continues’ to be a 
mystery. Nandalal Banerji’s murderers also have still to be caught, although 
a reward of Rs. 5,000 has been proclaimed in connexion therewith. The 
Fugantar continues to be published from time to time, and all the efforts of 
Government have so far fai 
publishers, eto. If the condition the oountry had been like what it was in the 
past, no one guilty of these unlawful acts would have remaiued undeteoted 
even . a a bis ‘ | . * is 

e Engiis pers the most stringent legislation on Government. 
The English have the — of being an intelligent nation, But arrogauce 
alone has dulled all their perceptions. With the growth of national honour and 
prosperity: the English are becoming mere and more arrogant and simultane< 
ously less and less intelligent. The English would not be so great as they now 
are, if they were so arrogant when they first rose to greatness: Perhaps thie 
arrogance has oome to be their national trait in obedience to the same rule of 
nature by: which death succeeds life, fall succeeds rise, ete. These Englich 
newspaper worthies urge the proclamation of martial law in the land. It 
argues ignorance on the part of the officials to fall to realise that unrest: has 
been 1 the land. Very many are sorry that unable to kill 
Mr. Kingsford, Khudiram killed by mistake two innocent women. But. it is 
very difficult to ascertain how many would in their heart of hearts have been 
sorry if Khudiram had not missed his aim. There was probably not a man 
in the country: who did not feel pained at Khudiram’s execution. In the midst 
of this confusion Kanai’s execution has taken plabe probably 6,000 attended 


his last rites, and it will be rashness to try to ascertain how many more feel 


That is pe say that increase of the rigours of the law will only lesson 
the sympathy of the — of the country with your system: of Government. 
Have you any idea’ of 
house to house searches, by your oppression of the innocent? Such men can 
never be your friends or upholders-of your measures. Have you ever reflected 
how many more innocent men will be harassed if martial law is praclaimed ? 
A man unjustly harassed. can never wish you good sincerely—it would be 
against human nature. At the beginning of the unrest, you merely querrelled 
with a number of individuals. By augmenting the measure of repression you 
are only adding to the numbers of your enemies. Dr. Rashbehari Ghosh and 
Mr. G. K, Gokhale repeatedly warned you to this effect, but you are great in 
arrogance if not in wisdom 0 you paid no heed thereto. Insignificant: crea- 


tures as we are; we have repeatedly told ‘you that severity begets severity; as 


is disease, 80 is the healer thereof. We sincerely desire the permanence of 
your rule, and our hope is to co-operate with you in bringing about the welfar 

of the oountry. But we want goed government and mild government. A 
political convulsion means 1085 ond-sufferring to us. This we realise, and so we 
do not depend on pistols and revolvers. T0 rightousness and truth and to God 
we look up for support and protection. VV | 
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103. Commenting on the violent measures recommended by the Anglo. 
Indian newspapers and. others to put down the 
a, Dinatie measures 00 remedy for gnarchy, the Bilar Bandhu (Bankipur} of the 21st 
tare er November has the following in an article headed 
Peaceful measures alone can restore peace ”:— basi 
Fifty years age similar measures were recommended, but fortunately 
Lord Canning was then the Viceroy of India and the Crown of England wa, 
worn by Her Majesty the late Queen Victoria. The anger of the Englishmen 
was therefore of no avail, as otherwise no one can say what havoc would 
have been caused. The situation to-day is similar to what it was 50 years ago, 
But we have no Lord Canning for our Viceroy, and the English Crown jg 
not worn by Queen Victoria. ‘I'he problem has therefore become serious. 
The Sepoy revolt of 1857 was looked upon with contempt. by the intelligent 
Indians who protected English ladies as being members of their own family, 
The Indians rendered every help to establish peace, bat the Englishmen were 
ungrateful enough to forget these things, and soon after the suppression of the 
Mutiny they suggested the: — of Irish measures, but could not 
influence an experienced Viveroy 


ike Lord Canning and gracious Soverei 
like Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort. Lord Canning devised peaceful 
measures disregarding the displeasure of the Englishmen. The result was 
that the ever armed Indians made over their arms to the rulers. Hence we 
say peace can be restored by peaceful means alone, and we very much doubt 
if the repressive measures recommended by the English Press would be at all 
snccessful. Journalists like the Dai) Telegraph are quite ignorant of the 
teachings of history. They must see what it was that induced the Rajputs, 
like Mansingh, to enter into a matrimonial alliance with Akbar, while they 
rose against Aurangzeb. The Daily Telegraph has declared Indian ladies to 
whom even the sun’s rays are not accessible as * “the most dangerous of 
our antagonists.” Such being the case, we doubt if right remedy would 
suggest itself to the Dasly Telegraph, but we emphatically assert that peaceful 
measures alone would restore peace. Tho effect of repressive measures has 
been quite the contrary for men who trembled at the idea of jail, treat it 
as a mere play-thing now while those who considered transportation as worse 
than death, do not mind it. The idea of death which used to send a shudder 
through the body, is now faced as nothing. Such being the case, we cannot 
predict what the results of the repressive policy would be. 

In criticising the leading article of the Séatesman issued soon after the 
assassination of Nanda Lal Banerjee and the attempt on the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s life, especially the passage on which that jonrnal asks the leaders 
of the people “to show their abhorence for anarchy in earnest ; and to boycott 
newspapers and public speakers who consistently preach sedition,” the same 
journal observes as follows :— 

We cannot say if the “ lip-loyal’” will act up to the advice of the 
Statesman; but no doubt the journal his committed here a great blunder, 
for there is hardly a newspaper which has not denounced the anarchists. 
There have been innumerable meetings to express loyalty, but the result of 
these has not been satisfactory so far. If the — while volunteering its 
advice, had pointed out to us the good resulting from the writings, speeches 
and announcements of the Rajas and Maharajas, we would have been 
very grateful to it, while the leaders of the loyalists would have 

worked with redoubled zeal. Failing it, we are afraid the measures 
so by the Statesman are not likely to serve the end in view. 
| ournals, like the Statesman, ought fairly to consider the root of the present 
evil. Had it done so, it would have at once seen that while the all-powerful 
Government could not put down these wrong-headed blood-thirsty lads, how 
was it possible for the Indian leaders, who possessed no power, to put them 
down. These wrong-headed blood-thirsty ans do not care a bit for what 
the leaders say. The poor newspaper editors are helpless still, for the 
Statesman has seen that these lads have no regard for what the people hold the 
dearest, namely, their own life. Kanai Lal Dutt, Khudiram, and others have 
begun to embrace death with a smiling face. What can hard punishment do 
to those who set no value to their own lives? No doubt the wrong-headedness 
of these lads is not likely to do any good, On the contrary it may do positive 
\ 


\ 
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harm to the country and ite e wat The Indian leaders are now simply 


helpless in the matter. They have be crying hoarse to explain the situation 
to the Government, but Government is turning a deaf ear to them. The Anglo. 
Indian Journals are striking quite a different tune. Who then listens to the 
advice of the Indian leaders? The Statesman has also seen that this thirst for 
blood is increasing in only those who have received Englieh education. The 
masses and people of the old way of thinking are quite free from it. The 
simple reason is that the English education that is being given is not of the 
proper sort. Having foreseen this, many ational leaders are proposing 
national education, for they thi k that when the young men will learn the 
history of their own country, they will see thatthe King has something of 
devine inhim. Loyalty in this way would be ingrained in them, and all the 
blood-thirstiness would then disappear. ) 
But the Anglo-Indians—the detectives of the Government—. report in their 
diaries that these leaders mean to spread sedition. Such being the case, what 
can the poor Indian leaders do? When a patriot like Lala Lajpat Ray started 
a fund for the relief of those suffering from famine and his volunteers visited 
villages and towns to help the distressed, the detectives reported against him 
ad be had to close his operations only half finished, and with a heavy heart 
had to leave his country for a place far beyond the sea. It is for the States. 
man to consider the contentment which would have resulted from the action 
of Lala Lajpat Ray, but the spectre of sedition has taken possession of the 
country. Sothe Indian leaders are simply helpless, although sorry for the 
misdeeds of these blond-thirsty lads. : 
We should once more pray Lord Minto to remove the root causes of the 
precent unrest, so that peace may reign in the country again. 
104. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 2lst November says that the 
English have everything in this country, sover- 
3 eignty, power of legislation, all the pleasures of 
life and everything that makes life worth living. But we, continues the 
writer, have only anxiety, cares, hunger, famine, plague, and above all fear, 


“You and we.” 


horror, tears and sighs and lamentations. You are, as it were, celestial beings, 


flowers of Eden and the heavenly Indra, and we are the curses of this mortal 
world, Municipal refuse. You are masters and all in all, and we are insigni- 
ficant insects or ante. But still we have something in common with you. We 
have desires and yearnings and the ambition tobe men. Are you not men? 
We too aremen. You cannot subvert this creation; you have no control over 
nature’s work. We desire to live just as we do, Is it because we are a subject 
people that you behave badly with us? If you think so, you are mistaken. 
If we want to eat a little more, to take a little more, you are a-fire with anger, 
yes want to snatch away our morsel of food, We know that you are our masters. 
but shall we, on that account, give you mastery over our souls? The Bengali 
has lost everything except his soul. The day that he will lose his soul, his 
name will be wiped off the face of the earth. Do not try to destroy the 
heavenly power that is in the Bengali. Advancement is the law of Providence. 
Do not light that, do not without reason create unrest by increasing selfish 
conflicts. Walk now in the path pointed out by God and think that “you 
and we are one.” | | 
105. In his Excellency’s Lucknow speech, writes the Sandhya [Catcutta 
of the 21st November, Lord Minto has said that 
Lord Minto’s speech in the Government “ is determined to shut the door 
Lucknow. in the face of a ruinous anarchy, and for the special 
difficulties with which it has to deal, it will not 
hesitate to forge special weapons,” and further on, that steps strengthening 
the hands of the Government of India for the suppression of sedition and the 
punishment of crime were under consideration.” However much you 
may argue or pray, the English Government will do whatever it likes. To 
say anything on the subject will, therefore, be not only presumptuous, but will 
also make the critic liable to prosecution for sedition. Silence is, therefore, 
golden in this state of things. But we have one word to say to high officials 
and the councillors of the Government. Will stringent measures be effective in 


intimidating people? Will threats cow down boys with whom death is no 


very serious affair; and who ascend the scaffold laughing and joking? Why 
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not make the experiment of humouring them once? Why not follow up the 

move which Sir Charles Bayley has made in Eastern Bengal? It may be chat 

the experiment will bear good fruit. It will not do, to be. irritated nom one 

wrong move now will spoil the, whole game. . . ei 

106. The : Dainsk. Chandrika. Calon atta] of the 2lst. November gays that it. 

is incredible that statesmen. like Mr, Asquith and 

| Lord Morley will accept the suggestion to introduce 

drastic measures made by the Daily Telegraph and other newspapers. Lord 

Canning rejected such counsal when it was ered. at the time of the Indian 

Mutiny. If the sinister advice given to punish the guilty and the innocent 

alike be accepted, then it must be held that God's universe has been taken 

possession of by Satan, and that wickedness holds supreme sway, 

107. The Nayak [Calcutta| of the 21st November writes that if the 

. Viceroy is to summon his Executive Council to 

* Government and the situs- deliberate upon the present situation, it is equally 

incumbent on His Excellency to summon leading 

natives with a view to consult them and adopt their suggestions, The adoption 

of the advice of the Europeans only will not prove beneficial. Their intelli- 
gence may be great, but their knowledge of Indian conditions is inadequate, 

108. Referring to the proposed legislation for the trial of political 


hi ee pote 1 offenders, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st 
trial of political 


— November asks, Is it reasonable to pass such an 
important law in such a hurry? Is His Expellenoy 
the Viceroy holding conferences on this subject; while still touring in the 
mafassel ? pels 
109. Under the heading “ Difficulty,” the Jageran [| Bagerhat] of, the 
„ Difficulty.” 22nd November has a leading article thus:— . 

; Ihe paper begins by. observing that the present 
unrest in the country is really very dangerous. Having fallen into the whirlwind 
of anxiety and excitement, the whole countryis simply, as it were, without leaders, 
The paper is of opinion that in these evil days nobody should sit idle, and 
people should make every effort to get rid of the evil and see that peace and 
order remain inviolate. The writer believes that want of cordiality, and confi- 
dence between the rulers aud the ruled is the cause of the present unrest. He 
does not mean to say. that Government is bound todo all that the people desire; 
He asserts that the present condition of the country is different from what it 
was in the days when the late Dwarkanath Tagore and others were the 
leaders of the country and the Government was led by them. The country 
need not be told what an evil it will be if the Government believes that a party 
of rebels has been formed in the country. The paper concludes by. saying that 
to foster feelings of antagonism between rulers and ruled is very injurious: to 
the country. In these evil days both the rulers and the ruled ought to see that 
u feeling of antagonism does not come into play, and the duty of the leaders is 
to do away, with the evil and to see that peace is restored. : 

110. The Jagaran [ Bagerhat | of the 22nd November writes :— 


The Statesman and a few other English 8 

—— — = fag that a new law should wees — 5 for 

summary justice for political offenders. Everyone must admit that there 

is no sensible man who approves of the acts of political offenders, or who does 

not feel disgusted with them. But any repressive law will be much regretted 

by Nr public. We request the Government, therefore, to proceed calmly 
in the matter. 


111. The unrest, says the Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 23rd November, 


| is increasing in the country, and there have been 
1 for the present geveral sr on the 33 high officials like the 
1 55 ; Lieutenant-Governor. The English Journals are 
beside thenselves with anger and are suggesting various me:sures to put it 
down. The Times complains of the tardy procedure of the Judicial Courts in 
bringing the offenders to justice and suggests summary triuls. The Euglisl- 
man recommends whole-sale. deportation of political offenders, while the 
London Darly Telegraph would have the shutting up of all colleges and schools, 


special legislation and martial law. The Government also appears to be deter- 


mined to devise a remedy for suppressing this unrest. If the Government ig 


\ 


The proposed drastic measures. 
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so determined, it should not act in & hurry, A disease treated before 
— diagnosis is seldom cured.. The Peper like every sensible being, does 
not consider it to the interest of either the Government or the people to allow 
the present state of things to continue, but to apply a remedy before ascertaining 
the cause would, in its opinion, show ignorance Only, S 
The unrest in the oountry began on the day that Lord Curzon publiol 
declared the Indians to be. liars at the Calcutta University Convocation. 1 
reached its climax with the partition of Bengal. If peaoe is really to be restored 
in the country, every cause of the present unrest should be carefully ascertained 
in this way, also the efficacy of the remedies hitherto applied to cure merely 
secondary symptoms. Working in this way calmly, without bias and with good 
faith tc put down the unrest, the true remedy is sure to suggest itself. The 
remedies that the Government has been apprying are not suited to the nature of 
those creating the unrest. The same m cine produces different effects accor- 
ding to the temperaments of those to whom it 18 administered. A harsh word 
would scare away a beggar, but one who asserts his claims on what he believes 
to be his rights, will not move an inch even if threatened with a stick. The 
reason why Government efforts in this direction have so far failed, is that it has 
not understood the present temperament of the political agitators. If, how- 
ever, the Government be really anxious to remove unrest, bearing the above 
facts in mind and would endeavour to convince the people that it is for the 
people, instead of that it is a strong Government success would follow in no time. 
112. The Hindi Bangavast 1 é 
sider it politic for Government to have recourse to 


Fresh legislation for suppres- fresh legislation for suppressing the present anarchy 


sing anarchy. no hurry 


113, Referring to the Viceroy’s recent speech to the Taluqdars of Oudh, „ 


f the Dasnik Chandrika Calcutta] of the 23rd Novem- 
Anarchy and its cure. ber writes: | 

Let Government summon and seek the counsel of the real leaders of the 
people about the measures to be adopted for the weeding ont of this noxious 
Western poison-tree of sedition, anarchy, etc., and then there will be no objec- 
tions raised by us or anybody. else, Thus through this concerted action of 
the n and the governed the sin of anarchy will speedily be driven out 
of the land. 

114. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 24th November hopes that the 
Government of India will not, for the fault of a 
handful of anarchists, adopt repressive measures 
which must in their nature be general. 5 

115. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 24th November takes the Anglo- 

8 Indian papers to task for calling on the Moder- 
e Position of the Modera- ates to help Government in the present crisis in 
1 restoring order. These papers 3 years ago, at the 
time of the partition of Bengal, derided the claims of these Moderates to be 
exponents of the opinions of their fellow-countrymen, and the changes in the 
administrative machine which these Moderates — consistently demanded 
from the Congress platform have been steadily refused by Government. And 
yet the 7. anting of these changes is sure to restore contentment amongst the 
people. he Anglo-Indian press advocates once more repressive measures. 
Our idea is that men who have been driven out of their senses by discontent 
with their present régime, are not likely to be restored to their senses by more 
repression. A hysteric patient may be kept from throwing out his hands 
and legs by being tied down, but the sufferer is not cured thereby. 


Repression and anarchy. 


‘Urtya Papers. 


116. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th October has every hope that 

The proposed rev; the Director of Public Instruction will move the 
classes aitached to tin = Oe tan Government to revive the law classes attached to the 
ollege. Ravenshaw College and observes a. the — 
ee tion of a few scholarships for the law education 

| of the Uriyas either in Calcutta or Patna will not effectually and successfully 


alcutta] of the 23rd November does not con- Sm: Buna van, 
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a . whe want 8 ‘law. institution in their own 


meet the demand of the Ur 


: Very few: of the Urryas have the means to proceed to distant places 
with: the objet of pro ng their law studies. tel 
117. e Dit alulipiłu | J ttack | of the 24th October states: that the finan- 


Gia? condition of the Balikuda Middie English 

The: Beliknds, Middle, t oglish; School is far from desirable. It is: said that the 

Gahool in Onttack in s bad. way. teachers of the ‘schools have: not been paid for 

many months. The prompt attention of the Educational authorities is invited 
to the matter. 


118, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th October states that the Board- 
ing house attached to the Masumpur Middle 
The Masumpur School Bosrding = Whglish School in Cuttack needs some improve. 
— ment. The attention of, the District Board is 
drawn to the mater. | 
119. The UOtkaldipike 2 of the 24th October states that Babus 
Chandra Roy Chowdhury and Motilal Sen 
Babus Kartik Chandra Rey -gre entitled to thanks for feeding a large number 
Chowdhury, and Motilel Sea ef Kangalir in Cuttack during the last Durga Puja 
festival. This was the only redeeming feature 
of the ceremonies observed by the people on that occasion. 
120: ‘Fhe Benahar correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack } of the 24th 
5 October states that there is great distress in 
Hm: in Marichpur and Marichpur and Hartepurin the Cuttack and Puri 
1 districts, whenee a stream of Tangulis has issued, 
passing through Benabar and other villages of the Cuttack district. Govern- 
ment ought to do something for these poor men and women. 
121. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 34th October states that a sort of 
nah tte te , bad oil is being sold in Masumpur with the result 
. many who ur ed it fell sick. 
| : 122. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack ] of the 2th 
* — urgently wanted in Len- Ovtober states that rain is urgently wanted in 
— ‘ Kendrapara. The standing crop there is in danger. 
123. The Utkaldipita [Cuttack] of the 24th October states that new rice 
PAD Te SRE: sells at Fy seers per rupee in * er 
ce in Rendeatare Pee o town and at 83 seers per rupee in the interior o 
F that Subdivision. . 
124. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack | of the 24th October agrees with its corres- 
ndent, Babu Pareswar Senapati in thanking 
2 1 ware end Babus Harekrishna Misra and Gaurang Charan 
thanked  Coaran bete Mahapatra, two important money dealers in 
| Cuttack and in the Bodhpur village in that district, 
who remitted the principal and the interest due from scme of their debtors, 
who had been rendered helpless by the prevailing distress. This charitable 
and amiable course of action is recommended for adoption by other money- 
lenders in the district. | 
125. The Otkaldipika (Cuttack) of the 24th October states that Madhab 
133 Sahu, « young man of the Bania caste, belonging 
1 to Churang Sahi in the Puri town was bitten by 
a 2 snake, which he had the audacity to handle like a toy in his house, 
and was killed by its poison. | | 
126. The Utkaldipika — of the 24th October states that a man 
1 3 Was seen lying dead on the railway line near 
dictrrn J Sccident in the Puri Charinala in the Puri district. Most probably he 
was crushed to death by a passing train. 


127. The Otkala:pika N of the 24th October states that 70 persons 
ied of cholera in Ichhapur and other neighbouring 
villages in the Cuttack district. It is said that a 


doctor has been deputed to that place, but he has not as vet made his appearance 
in the field of action, Fee 


Cholera in Ichhapur in Cuttack. 


: | oo aa Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th 
oe and public health October states that there is b rain, . the winter 
has set in and that fever and cold prevail in the 

Cuttack town. 
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„ The Uthkaldigika {Cuttack).of the; 24th October. states. that, ain ig Per- ie 
8 we l =. wanted in the Furi district, A Oct, Nan, 1568. 
Rain urgently Wanted in Puri. in cmp 5 . W re 

. The Vikaldipik nita ; Cuttaci (Of the: 3 etober states that a m ing 
~ was held in the premises of the Middle. —— 


U?EALDIPIEA, 
Oct, 24th, 1968. 


srowell meoting in An ul in school in Angul under the presidency of Pandi 
a of ak Nerera Ofte Sidheswar Misra to bid sdiee to Rai 3 1 Chan. 
ai ‘ 


dra N — 3 Was Pere Officer in that 
istrict, who had. been lon there and. who now retired from service, A speech 
2 by the President, which showed, in clear terms, the benefit which 
Angul has derived from the laudable services of the Rai Bahadur. This speech 
was followed by the recitation, of songs by, the schoolboys and the distribution 
of flower garlands under the direction of Pandit Gatikrishna Das. It was 
resolved in the meeting to imprave the house of God Madan Mohan, with a 
view to perpetuate the memory of the Rai Behadur. The sarbarakara and 
entlemen present in the meeting cordially agreed to support the, undertaking — 
by public a ong A | 2 | 
131. The Uskaldipska ( Cut tack] of the 2tth October gives an account of a vam. 


monster meating held at Uttarpara in Bengal, under . , 1. 
Preservation of the bovine the. presidency: of: Kumar Rajendra Nath Mukhe i, 


epee Tae in which it was made clear that the interest of the 
Hindus and Muhammadans being the same). ~~ should: unite together for the 
common good of the country. As cows and bullocks are te useful domestic 
animals and, very ne for agricultural: I ey must not be 
indiscriminately slong bene „ Manlvi Abu Bekar of Furfaria delivered an 
excellent 8 „which is recommended to: the notice of all Muhammadans in 
India. The writer hopes that greater consideration should be paid to the 
bovine species than what is done at the nt moment. | 
132. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th October states that the  urss:osssm, 
* annive of the partition of Bengal, generally Ot. 2%. 10. 
pane partition anniversary in known as the rahlhibandlan ceremony was observed 
J in Puri with great ecldt, the local people joining 
with the Bengalis, who had come from abroad. 
133. The Utkaldiptka —s of the 24th October expresses satis- - Urmaxpirixa, 
The election of Mr. Md. 8. Das, faction at the election of Mr. M. S. Das, 0. 1. z.. 
C.1.8:, 488 Member of the Hengal as a representative of the Uriyas in the Bengal a 
Legislative Conneil, approved. Legislative Council by the District Board of 
Orissa, and observes that he is the. fittest person available to discharge the 
duties of an Hon’ble Member in the Legislative Council. | 
134. The Utkaldipita [Cuttack] of the ah gg states og 132 
. engali residents of wil ugrum, in distriet * 
W or Cateok, have taken an — 7 not to use foreign cloth. 
135. The Samvad Fahita [Balasore] of the 29th October regrets: to note vu varia. 
i a that the insanitary condition of the villages in oo om 
er kr Bal “dition of the interiur of the districts of Orissa has become 
| a source of trouble to the Uriyas in general. 
There are. many tanks and wells in those districts which were excavated and 
sunk by rich and influential men in the past: they had good water in 
them. In tke course of time these sources of water-supply deteriorated, there- 
by making the lives of the people miserable. In the good old days the sinking 
of a well or excavation of a tank was looked upon as a meritorious and sacred 
deed, entitling the owner to the everlasting blessings of Heaven. The 
spread of Western education among the people has weakened their faith in 
those virtuous deeds. Those that have money seek to spend their days in 
towns and urban areas, neglecting. the condition of al. areas altogether. 
As the rich and influential men of the past were general! drawn from the 
land-holder class, the zamindars had great prestige and sa Hse in former 
days. At present the condition of the-land-holding classes has been very 
much reduced by a keen struggle for existence. Many old families have been 
utterly ruined. The temporary character of the land revenue settlement in | 
Orissa has added to the poverty of the zamindars, who have no permanent oo 
nterest in the improvement of their zamindaris. Notwithstanding the altered 
condition of the people for the worse, the Uriyas cun still unite together to 


Oo. 20th, 1908. 
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noa vate, repair and cleanse their tanks and wells, with a view to procure 
— of hoy water-supply, whereby a t deal of sickness and . — 
may be prevented. It is not seme? to look up to Government for every 
thing. The people can, if they will, do something for themselves, for where 
there is a will there is a way, ) 
BSamvaD VAHIKA, 136, The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore of the 29th October thanks the 
Oct. 20th, 1008. ree Government of Bombay for providing Mr. Tilak 
The Government of Bombay at Mandalay with a Brahmin cook, sent to him 
2 from the Bombay jail. This action of the Bombay 
Government is very much appreciated by the Indians. | 
Sauvap VANIEA, 137. The Samvad Vahska [Balasore] of the 29th October states that a 
i. dnn berdsman, while grazing his cattle in village 
A beating to death in Nilgin. Chandipur in the Nilgiri State, had the misfortune 
to see his cattle straying to a neighbouring field and damaging the standing 
crops thereon, whereupon the owner of the field was provoked to beat the 
herdsman to death. a | ; 
Samvap VANIEA 138. The Samvad Vahika Ser apa of the 29th October states that rain is 
Oct 29th, 1008. _ urgently needed in the Nilgiri State. With a view 
The propitiation of god Dumei to obtain rain water, the people worsbipped the 
h 


Rana in Nilgiri. god Dumei Rana, to please whom they burnt a 
large quantity of ghee (clarified butter) and made other offerings. ey also 
fed a large number of Brahmins and Vaishnavas. It appears that the god 
has not as yet granted rain. ek 
Sauvap VAHI£a, 139. The Samvad Vahska [ Balasore] of the 29th October is of opinion that 
Oot. 20th, 1008. | i British exports and imports are on the decline, 
1 — British exports and that this has been brought about to a great 
* extent by the swadesht movement in India. 


3 110. The Samvad Valuta [ Balasore ] of the 20th October speaks highly of 


Oct, 20th, 1988. ee the re-union meeting that was held in the house 
: Gabe, en meeting in of Dr. U. K. Mukherji, whereby good feelings 
| were exchanged between the members of the Hindu 
and Muhammadan communities in Calcutta. Gentlemen belonging to both the 
communities cordially embraced each other and enlivened the scene of the 
meeting by good and patriotio speeches. The writer has every sympathy for 

such meetings. 5 
8 141. The Neélachal Samachar [Puri] of the 30th October states that the 
BaMacHaR, licensees under the ].odging-house Act are sorry to 


Oct. sore, 148, Lodging. house licensees in Puri learn that they will be required to pay Lodging- 
Recetene ns house fees for 1909 in December 1408, though 
the passes they have obtained will be in force till 31st March 1909. The writer 
hopes that no injustice will be done to the licensees, who have a good ground 

for their complaint. 7 
R 142, The Nslachal Samachar [Puri] of the 30th October thanks the 
Oct. 30th, 1908. Government of Madras for opening an industrial 
. 4 92 of Madras department to look after the industries in that 
: 6 Presidency. Certain important towns in that 
Presidency have been selected as centres where steps will be taken to teach the 
principles of different industries, suited to the capacities avd genins of the 


E. 
NILACHAL SAMACHAR, 143. The Nilachal Samachar [Puri] of the 30th October mourns the death 
Oct. 30th, 1908. of Babu Haris Chandra Ghosh, the senior pleader 
NN of babu Haris of the Puri Bar in Orissa. He was a man of 
ce ne very good character and always inclined to do 
justice to his neighbours. He was both wise and bold. As a member of the 
Committee presiding over the Jagannath Ballabh and Sakshi Gopal endow- 
ments, he introduced a good many reforms, having for their object the protection 
and proper administration of those properties. As Vice-Chairman of the Puri 
District Board and Chairman of the Puri Municipality, he discharged the 
duties appertaining to those posts with ability and distinction. He was the 
ee President of the District Committee working under the Utkal Union 
onference in Puri. He was more or less connected with every movement 
that had for its object the good of the public. He began his career as a poor 


( 1959 ) 


: litle resource and he made a good living by sheer dint of merit. 
The pant the traders and the gentry of Puri feel his loss bitterly. He 
will be missed in every company in Puri for a long time to come. May his 
est in peace and may his family and childern find consolation in the 


8 irit 1 ' . * 2 
t that every thing is transient in this vale of tears. 
thought The Gargatbasini Talcher } of the 3lst October thanks the Chief of 


alcher for introducing certain reforms in the 
An additional Court of Crimi- administration of criminal justice in that State. 
nal Justice in Talcher. A new Court of Criminal Justice has been added, 
which is being presided over by Babu Hemant Kumar Ghosh, who possesses 
powers of a second class Magistrate. The Court of the chief himself has been 
converted into an appeal court, thereby granting great relief to complainants 
and suitors. 
145. The Gamatbasini eg oar’, of the 31st October thanks the Chief of 
, 5 3 t N State A hm — to those of his 
Recognition of merit and subjects who had helped their poorer neighbours with 
pros phenom hg g — dy and money during the late distress in that 
tate. Recognition of merit and liberality will 
no doubt encourage his people to remain always in the right path. 
146. The Garjatbasins Sane! bg the 31st October states that the Chief 
of Athmallik recently killed a ferocious tiger that 
was about [4 feet long. The boldness and 
skill of the Chief are no doubt very creditable, 
147. The Garjatbasins [Talcher] of the 31st October states that eee e 


é 


The Chief of Athmallik bagging 
a ferocious tigor. 


623 ginancial state of the in every other Garjat State. It would have been 


better had the relief work conti nued for a few 

more days in those States. As every State in Orissa was required to contribute 
a good deal towards the relief of the distressed, its financial state is not sound. 
148. The Garyatbasini [Talcher] of the 3lst October approves of the 

The nomination of Mr. M. g, nomination of Mr. M. 8. Das, C. l. B., as a member 
Das, 0.1 B, as a member of the of the Bengal Legislative Council by the District 
Bengal Legislative Council Board of Orissa. The writer has every hope 


approved. that Mr. Das will always stand by the side of his 


country. 
149. The Garjitbasint [Talcher] of the 3lst 
; 3 of crops in Fallabers. October states that the state of the crops in Pallahera 
is good. 


150. The Carjatbasini [Talcher] of the 31st October states that Rai 
— a ag 2 2 * was aaron — 
ell sorree in Taleher in Palcher, where a farewell soiree was held in hi 
Naik Bate, Nereyen Chandra honour. The people of Talcher have great esteem 

for his character. 
151. The Garjatbasini N of the 31st October thanks the people of 
The ngul for taking immediate steps to 1 gow the 
1 . Chante memory of Rai Narsyan Chandra Naik Bahadur, 
Naik Bahadur in Angul approved. Whose services to — extending as they did 
atl 5 large number of years, were extremely 

\ valuable. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 


| ö Bengali Translator. 
Bencatt TnIxsLATOR 's Orrice, ö 


The 28th November, 1908. 
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Baramba and Talcher, relief work has been stopped 
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IIl.—Homs ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Polsee. | | 


/ 


1198, Referring to the arrest of Babu Ram Kanai Dutt of Berhampore Amr Bazar 


and his son on a charge of sedition for havi 


Sedition hunting. written a booklet entitled “Santan Siksha,” the ) 


Amrita Bazar Patrika says :— | 


„What this publication is, we do not know, But this much is true that 
very few know what it contains. And what the authorities are going to do is 
_ to give wide publicity to this unknown booklet and tkereby scatter sedition all 
over the country if it contains any, by putting its author on his trial. What 
is still more wonderful is that this booklet was written two years ago, and has 
been in public use as a text-book in the lower classes of many national schools 
without producing any mischievous results whatever. Now, who among the 
Bengali authors, who have dealt with political matters, is safe if they are to be 
held responsible for all their past effusions? Sedition now seems to mean, 
with some Judicial officers an expression of fervent love for the mother-country. 
Such being the ease, we think there are many Bengali publications which can 


be dragged to Court on a charge of sedition. Indeed, to prosecute people for 


acts which they committed at a time when the new dispensation of sedition 
had not seen the light of day and punish them is, to say the least, highly 
unbecoming.” , : 
1199. According to the Amrita Bazar Patrita the news of the arrest of 
The Thanei effair Pundit Daulat Ram on a charge of sedition for 
e having read in public a chapter from the Satyarth 
Prakash,” has created great uneasiness in the Arya Samaj throughout the 
country. Arya Samajists of all shades of opinion regard it as their guide, the 
views and doctrines of the founder of the Samaj being embalmed init. The 
reading from the book in public, having made the Pundit liable to criminal 
proceedings, the Samajic congregations all over India cannot help feeling 
themselves in an extraordinary predicament. 


\ 
(e) - Jails. 


1200. The Telegraph is of opinion that although the people who held 

The disposal of th. corpses ot ®. demonstration at Kanai Lal’s funeral were to 

anarchists hanged et the Alipore blame, that does not justify the Government 
depriving the people of a long-enjoyed privilege. 


()- General. 


1201. Commenting on the Englishman’s hopes to be able soon to chronicle 
Hysteria street, the names of the candidates for deportation, the 
Bengalee writes :— 


We are not aware that the Government of India is so weak and inefii- 
cient, and that it has fallen so low in moral credit and political sagacity that 
it must turn to the columns of the Hare Street paper for counsel and guidance. 
Nor do we believe that the position and standing in journalism of this paper 
2 such that the Government of India must use its columns for the purpose 
7 making pronouncements on grave matters of State. We dismiss the 

nglishman’s claim to share the confidence of the Government of India as an 
offence against public morals and decency, We have already warned the 

Overnment against the insidious danger of the new campaigo of Newmania. 
8 a full sense of our responsibility we reiterate our profound conviction 

hi the writings of the Englishman constitute a provocation to the public 
which the Government should take due note of.” 


Pataika, 
18th Nov. 1908. | 


AmeiTa Basar 
PaTRika, 


Zist Nov. 1808, 


TELEGRAPH, 
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1202. With regard to the suggestion of the Englishman that wholesale 
deportation of all suspected persons would put a 

The Englishman's regard for check on political agitation, the Bengalee says :— 

1 8 80 ‘‘ The experience, not merely of this coun 

but of every other country, has shown that such extreme measures never, as a 
rule, help to pacify a community or a people, far less one which has arrived at 
the stage of development that we in this country have reached. For such a 
people, when itis either discontented or agitated, repression is no remedy ; 
conciliation undoubtedly is. In the case of the Punjab, itis a matter of 
common knowledge that it was not the deportation of Lala Lajpat Rai, but 
the vetoing of the Colonisation Bill which served to pacify the people. Try. 
the same experiment in Bengal and you will have very much the same effect, 
The partition is to the Bengali very much more than what the Colonisation 
Bill was to the people of the Punjab. The Colonisation Bill was vetoed out of 
deference for the feelings of the Punjabees, and the Punjab was once more 
restored to peace. The partition has not yet been modified or undone, and 
the people are becoming more and more discontented every-day. Undo the 
partition and give the people a definite pledge that no such measures will ever 
again be passed in the teeth of popular opposition—that the people, in fact, will 
have a real voice in shaping the policy and the measures of the Government, 
and things will rapidly improve in Bengal. If this is not done, but on the 
contrary the repressive policy is persisted in, things will not only not improve 
but will go from bad to worse. For, then the estrangement between the people 
and the Government will he complete, And that would be the very worst 
thing that can happen in a country.’ , 
1203. The Amrita Bazar Patrita endeavours to show.that the secret of 
governing India, so as to ensure the loyalty of the 
people, is not by a display of brute force and 
tyranny, but by a kind and sympathetic rule. The British Indian Empire owes 
its existence to the sterling moral resources of individual Englishmen, such as 
Lord Cornwallis, Mountstuart Elphinstone, Lords Bentinck, Metcalfe, Canning 
and the like. In these days, however, the wealth of moral resources seems to 
be at adiscount with many members of the Civil Service who do not feel 
proud of them. They reckon onthe power and prestige of their badge of 
office. Such officers, who would say, as they did of old “ I don’t want any 

coercive law or punitive police, but shall win heart and command respect b 
the aid of higher faculties—by the gentle means of my good will and humani- 
tarian efforts,” are rare. The cry now generally is for more sedition laws and 
more of the power of the bayonet and the gun. There is apparently a sad 

change in the idea of prestige among a certain class of to officials. 
1204. Contrasting the kindly attitude of Lord Canning towards those 
who took part in the mutiny of 1857 with the 
represive policy of the rulers of the present day, the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika says :— 
The present anarchism is nothing compared with the open revolt of 
trained Indian ‘soldiers of the Government. The trials of the accused at 
Alipore and Midnapore would also show that, with the exception of a handful of 
youths, not a single sober-minded man of position had anything to do with the 
bomb conspiracy, The latest diabolical attempt on the life of the Lieutenant- 
Governor was the work of a lad of 17 only, who judging from his antecedents 
and statement before the Court, was not connected with any gang of anarchists. 
There can, indeed, be no comparison between the terrible cyclone of 1857 and 
the breezy whiff of the present time. Why should not then Lord Minto follow 
in the wake of his great predecessor, and soothe the bitter feelings aroused in 
the contending nationalities by ‘ standing up for justice,’ that is, by adopting a 
benevolent policy ? ” 


The secret of governing India. 


Then and now. 


J 


; III.—LIOISLATION. 


1205. The Indian Mirror declares that the people have themselves to blame 


for all that has happened and is about to happen. 
Th d PP i 
tor the D There have doubtless been expressions of abhor- 


rence for anarchist outrages from various quarters, 


( 8% ) 


but the sum total has been nothing more than vor et prœteraa nihil, While. on 
the one hand, there have been expressions of sympathy for the intended victims, 
there has been on the other, undisguised admiration of the perpetrators of the 
outrages. If a real attempt had been made by those who control the 
nationalist movement to uproot the evil when it made its appearance or even 
when it passed through its later phases, there would have been no occasion 
to lament the situation which has arisen 1. 
1206. Referring to the conference being held by His Excellency the 
Viceroy at B rin connection with the existing 
situation, the Bengale says. 

“It is not for us to anticipate the outcome of the Bikanir deliberations. 
We are reluctant to believe that overnment will pass an ordinance suspend- 
ing judicial trial in the case of ‘political’ offenders. We are reluctant to 
believe it, because the recent escapades of the Police in the matter of the 
‘political’ trial at Midnapore forbid the notion that the liberty of the 
subject will be safe if the Police are to have their own way with those whom 
they imagine to be ‘offenders,’ If the law has been discredited, it has 
been owing to the agents of the executive Government. Are the people to 
be penalised because the Police are iucompetent? We earnestly hope that 
Government will not commit the fatal error of ordaining that every person 
who is designated a political ‘offender’ by the Police should be deprived 
of the benefit of judicial trial. No cause has been shown why this should 
beso. No trial has been marked by dilatory methods* due to any defect 
in the law or to the determination of the accused to delay and defeat 
justice. The worst of it all is, once Government starts down the incline, 
there is no knowing where it may be landed.” 

1207. The Indian Mirror observes that if the measures proposed are iatend- 
ed to simplify the extremely cumbrous procedure 
of the, law in regard to anarchist trials, it is not 
likely that any serious opposition will be advanced 
from any quarter. That the present system isunsatisfactory to a degree has 
been acknowledged by all right-thinking people, and the journal does not think 
there will be many people to contend that a trial, held by a special tribunal 
of High Court Judges, will not be more satisfactory than one conducted before 
a Magistrate or a Sessions Judge. It is advanced, however, that the special 
High Court tribunal should be composed of three Judges—one Barrister, one 
Civilian, and one vakil, They may be assisted, if necessary, by two or more 
assessors, the finality of decision, however, remaining with the Court itself. 
A procedure somewhat on these lines will doubtless be a most desirable improve- 
ment on the present system which is not a little harassing to the accused them- 
selves, and is apt in more ways than one to defeat the ends of justice. ; 

Referring to rumoured punitive police for Calcutta, the journal, while 
admitting that the situation has assumed a serious aspect, hopes that loyal 
citizens will not be made to suffer, | 

1208. The Bengalee writes:—The general community strongly con- 

demns the 3 outrages. But what we desire 

to urge is that if the proposals suggested by the 
5 Chamber of Commerce and other bodies are 
carried out, enormous power will be placed in the hands of the Police and the 
innocent will often suffer with the guilty. We have no objection to a special 
tribunal, consisting of High Court J udges, provided such a tribunal is 
rT by the Chief Justice and not the ory 1 but we 
ongly protest against a summa rocedure, and for this reason among 
others that it has not been — Sheil the present procedure has failed. It is 
incumbent upon those who urge the adoption of a summary procedure in this 
class of offences to make out their case. The burden of proof is upon them, 
and they have failed to discharge it. We confess we have read with astonish- 
ment the suggestion that the recorded confession of an approver, if murdered, 
should be received as evidence prior to cross examination. b unish by all 
means the murderers according to law, as they have been punished, but why 
make a violent departure from the canons of elementary justice? Such a 
Procedure would give a rude shock to the sense of justice of all right-thinking 
men, Fora law to work successfully the oo-operation of the community is 


The situation. 


The proposed measures for 
meeting the present situation. 


Anglo-Indian opini 
2 11 opinion and sum 


\ 
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AwrRiTa Basar 
PaTRIKA, 
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necessary. To adopt a procedure such as the one which has been suggested 
is not oatenlated . thé sympathy of the community.” 
1209. The Amrita Basar Patrika is astounded at the attitude of the 
| European Chamber of Commerce, the Trades 
Association, and the Anglo-Indian Defence Associa. 
tion regarding special measures for dealing with political offenders. Their 
joint representation to the Viceroy shows that, like the Anglo-Indian press, 
they too have lost all control over themselves. Otherwise how could the 
talk of the present situation in the way they have talked and suggest remedies 


More repressive measures. 


which must be shocking to every English mind. The journal wonders how 


any body of enlightened Europeans, unless they were in the grip of uncon- 
trollable panic, could make such senseless propoeals, = 
1210. Writing with regard to the proposed legislation, the Indian Mirror 

The Viceroy at Lucknow on the * 44 We r 


proposed special legislation. it as & humiliation for Bengal 


that the necessity for such measures as are in con- 
templation should have arisen at all, We must own in justice to the Govern- 
ment that it has been as considerate and lenient as possible in dealing with 
the situation. In certain quarters, however, each mark of leniency has either 
been taken undue advantage of or derided as a sign of weakness. The 
utmost possible freedom is given to the prisoners in the Alipore trial, and the 
approver is foully done to death, The corpse of the executed murderer is 
garlandedfand carried in procession through the streets with pomp. The head 
of the Local Government is attacked with a loaded revolver in a crowded 
hall. A public servant who had done his duty, is shot down, while walking 
on the King’s highway. If such outrages are not to be stopped, then what 
guarantee remains for the safety and security of the peaceful folk? This is a 
time when we must coolly look at the situation. Is anarchism rife in the 
land or not? Is the public safety in danger or not? The proposed measures 
are for the extirpation of the evil. They are a:med at # particular form of 
crime, i. e., anarchism. Ihe Penal and Criminal Procedure Codes will contain 
the same provisions as they do at present with regard to all offences, save 
such outrages as have lately horrified the community. Id cannot be otherwise 
than in the interest of the community, if the tedious legal procedure 3 
at present, is simplified in a elass of offences which require to be dealt wit 
promptly. Would not the very accused in the present Alipore trial be thank. 
ful for a less circuitous road of justice? We have not yet the eontemplated 
measures before us, but it is generally presumed that the recent communica- 
tion of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce points to the direction which those 
measures will take. We must say that the idea of a special tribunal, composed 
of High Court Judges, to deal with anarchist crimes, is one which will com- 
mend itself to the sensible portion of the public, For aught we know, many 
lesser criminals would wish that they had the privilege of being tried by the 
High Court.” 
1211. The Amrita 1 * Patrika observes that at Lucknow His Excel- 
ane ncy the Viceroy spoke like a true statesman 
nan = a J he said, 0 I a ll to admit that the 
murderous deeds of misguided fanatics should be allowed to blacken the 
reputation of a whole people or dissipate their rising hopes,” These were 
also the sentiments of Queen Victoria during the Sepoy Rebellion when the 
European community here and many Knglishmen at home sought to wreak 
vengence upon the guilty and the innocent alike in this country by propostog 
indiscriminate punishment to all. It regrets that His Excellency having given 
the above assurance should immediately after speak in a different tone. It 
goes without saying that the Viceroy would not have spoken in this stram, 
were His Excellency not under the honest conviction that the situation had 
become really very dangerous ; and what is more, that a widespread conspiracy 
actually existed in the land. The journal does not at all blame His Excellency 
for entertaining such a notion, considering the way the Anglo-Indian papers 


are manufacturing a sensation by publishing all sorts of absurd things and 


suggesting all manners of absurd remedies. Its submission is that Lord 


Minto, without committing himself to one thing or another, should, first of all, 


gather information from both sides and then come to a decision.’ It believes 
this is not an unreasonable contention on its part. 


„„ est Sl Ok 
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1212. The Indian Notion is of opinion that mere repressive m 
Political crime and the people. such aa the militar y policing of the town or ‘special 
tribunals, will not suffive to meet the existing situa- 
tion. In this crisis neither legislation nor executive action can be of much use 
without the cordial co-operation of the people. It is to the people that the 
Government should look for the most effective assistance in stifling the growth 
of political crime, and the peeple should regard this assistance as their primary 
civic duty, not only in the interesta of order or society, but from the broader 


outlook of national — 4 The journal suggests that His Exeellenoy on his 
return to Calcutta. should have an informal conference with the ; 


Bengali citizens of the town, at which the situation could be freely di 
An attitude of aloofness and suspicion would be a grave mistake, only leas 
unwise than the viewit g of the situation through the eyes of the police. It 
feels sure that the response to such an invitation from His Excellency would 
be spontaneous, unanimous and rich in results ; and that it would at this stage 
be a statesmanly act on the part of Lord Minto. But should it not he ao, the 
responsibility would still rest with the people to purify, without delay or 
compromise, that atmosphere in Bengal in which political crime is born. 
1213. Before the Viceroy and his Executive Council introduce a fresh Crimes 
Act, the Amrita Bazar Patrika trusts they will be 
i uurchist movements in India pleased to carefully consider whether or not the 
ordinary laws of the land are more than sufficient 
to deal effectively with the present situation. The second paint to which it 
draws attention is whether they have been able to trace out the cause or 
causes which have brought about this new danger. If they have correctly 
diagnosed the malady, it will not be at all difficult for them to apply the true 
remedy. But, if they have the slightest doubt as to the origin of the 
present distemper, they should inaugurate no new measure till they are 
absolutely sure of their ground. Thirdly, when forging a new weapon, 
they should keep the fact constantly before them that, oftentimes the 
remedy proves worse than the disease. And, fourthly, the advice of the 
Indian Daily News should not for a moment be absent from their mind, 
namely, the best policy is to act up to the words of the great Queen's Proola- 
mation,—‘“‘the contentment of the people is Qur beat security and their 
gratitude Our best reward.“ a 
1414. Commenting on His Excellency the Viceroy’s repy to the Oudh 
Talukdar’s address on Thursday last, re the special 
measures proposed to be adopted in connection 
with the present situation, the Bengale says:— 

Ws do not exactly understand how any special legislation would enable 
the Executive and the Police to detect offenders whom they are unable to 
detect now. And as for those whom they are able to trace, it is perfectly 
obvious that the present law is comprehensive enough to cover offences 
of all possible kinds and to punish offenders of all descriptions. Why, then, 
should the Government be in a hurry to ‘forge special wea ons? When and 
how has it been proved that the present law is ineffective ? It cannot surely be 
that the obj ect of the contemplated special legislation is less to prevent crime 
by punishing criminals adequately, > to spread terror by punishing inno- 
cent persons along with the guilty. We know that for some time past the 
Englishman and some other papers have been trying to induce the Government 
to adopt legislation of this particular kind and with this particular object. We 
can only hope that Lord Minto will not allow his name to be associated with 
such a measure.“ i 

1215. The Hindoo Patriot has no objection to the creation of a apr 
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before passing any measures, would do well to consult with those leaders 
the country who are well known for their loyalty. | of 


VI.—MisczxLLAxxOus. | 
1216. In expressing its abhorrence at the attempt on the life of Sir 
Andrew Fraser, the Indian Empire observes :— 


} „ re We are not among those who believe without 
evidence that the whole Bengali race is in sympathy with anarchism and 
sedition or that draconian measures will cure We The audience in 
Overtoun Hall consisted mostly of educated Beungalis—students and youngmen. 
It the spirit of anarchism was so deep-rooted in the Province as some of our 
Anglo-Indian contemporaries would have us believe, then certainly the escape 
of the Lieutenant-Governor would not evoke such spontaneous outburst of 
congratulation as it evidently did. The criminal tendency is, it would thus 
be seen, confined to a small corner of the society which is mainly sound. Any 
measure therefore that may in the bewilderment of the moment be suggested 
for the remedy of the diseased part is likely to be fraught with danger. The 
history of the police prosecutions and the revelations in Midnapore will bring 
the error of such steps into prominence. We therefore respectfully advise the 
Government to carefully consider the situation and to refrain from taking any 
hasty step. We deplore that the educated community should furnish assassins, 
we sincerely wish that they should be put down with a strong hand; but we 
fear very much that innocent people should be punished or into the 
conspirators’ fold.” 
1217. The Bengalee refutes the statement of the Englishman that some of 
the leading delegates of last year’s congress are 
__ The hysterics of the Hagieh- concerned in the anarchist outbreak. Whether 
23 any 1 the prisoners now undergoing 
their trial, is concerned in the anarchist plot, has yet to be proved. None of 
them was a delegate to the oongress, except Arabindo Ghosh, and to assume 
that he is involved in the * conspiracy, while the case is still pending, 
is high contempt of Court and involves the foulest injustice to him. I is not 
by falsehood and libellous statements of this kind that the cause of Indian 
progress can be retarded. : 
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